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Past Presidential Pronouncement: Chief of Staff of the Air Force General Thomas D. White 
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the Kennedy White House Rose Garden.  Many of today’s awards are given in the General’s name.
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By Glenn Anderson
Travis Environmental Project Manager

See #1 page 3

Travis Restoration Program  
Selected as Best in Air Force
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Editor’s Corner
When an Air Force base 

wins an award for being the 
best in any category, it is a BIG 
deal.  The General Thomas D. 
White Award for Environmental 
Restoration is the highest honor 
that the Air Force can bestow 
on an environmental program, 
which is why we devoted an 
entire newsletter on the subject.

We will get back to typical 
cleanup topics next quarter, 
but for now, we are going to 
reflect on how we arrived at this 
moment in time and enjoy this 
accomplishment.  

If you want to send your con-
gratulations to the restoration 
staff, just send a quick message 
via the environmental public 
affairs e-mail account: 
EnviroPA@us.af.mil.  I know 
that they will appreciate it!

Award-Winning

By the time you read this article, 
you will know which college basket-
ball team won the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) Divi-
sion I Basketball Tournament, affec-
tionately known as March Madness or 
the Big Dance.  The tournament starts 
with 68 of the best college teams in 
the country, but at the end of competi-
tion, only one team is left standing.  
That team takes a gold-plated NCAA 
National Championship trophy back 

to its school campus and earns the 
right to brag of being the best in the 
nation.

March Madness is just one example 
of many competitions that end with a 
final winner.  Whether it is an Olym-
pic competition or a dog show or a 
barbeque contest, all competitors give 
their best efforts and hope to end up at 
the top of the standings.  The win is a 
testimony to the hard work and dedi-
cation of all participants who put in 
long hours of planning and practice to 
achieve their dreams.

For long-time Guardian readers, it 
is not surprising that the accomplish-
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The Guardian is published by the Air 
Force Civil Engineer Center’s Western 
Region Restoration Support Team, 
located at Travis Air Force Base.  The 
newsletter is designed to inform and 
educate the public about the ongoing 
environmental cleanup program at Travis 
Air Force Base.  Contents expressed 
herein are not necessarily the official 
views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. gov-
ernment, the Department of Defense, or 
the Department of the Air Force.  Addi-
tional information about the program can 
be obtained from the public web site at 
http://www.travis.af.mil/enviro.  Questions 
and comments about the program may 
be sent to this address:

Merrie Schilter-Lowe
60th AMW Public Affairs 

400 Brennan Circle
Travis AFB, CA  94535

(707) 424-0135
merrie.schilterlowe@us.af.mil 

Questions and comments about the 
environmental web site may be sent to:

enviropa@travis.af.mil

Viewpoint
Lonnie A. Duke
Travis AFB Restoration
Program Manager

As you can imagine, my staff 
was very excited when we learned 
that Travis AFB won the Air Force 
General Thomas D. White Award 
for Environmental Restoration.  I 
know that our main article is going 
to cover this topic in a lot of detail, 
so instead I will answer several 
Frequently Asked Questions that 
may come up in conversation.

Is this the first time that Travis 
AFB has won the General Thomas 
D. White Award for Environmental 
Restoration?

Actually, no.  The base also took 
home the honors in 2001 and 2009.  
However, both wins were at the 
Headquarters, Air Mobility Com-
mand (major command) level.  Be-
fore the Air Force created the Air 
Force Civil Engineer Center and 
centralized many Civil Engineer 
functions, all base programs com-
peted at the major command level.  
There are ten major commands in 
the Air Force, so the ten winners at 
the major command level competed 
at the Air Force level to determine 
the best overall performer in each 
category.  At the Air Force level, 
the Travis AFB restoration program 
got as far as an honorable mention 
in 2001.  For me, that is equivalent 
to playing in the Superbowl with-
out actually winning it!

Who was General Thomas D. 
White?

General Thomas Dresser White 
was the fourth Chief of Staff of the 
United States Air Force from 1957 
to 1961.  This 1920 graduate of the 
U.S. Military Academy started his 
career in Infantry but completed 
Primary and Advanced Flying 
Schools in Texas to transition into 
the growing aviation service that 
became the U.S. Air Force.  Be-
cause of his strong aptitude for 
learning foreign languages, he 
served in China and earned mili-
tary attaché assignments to Russia, 
Italy and Greece.  He also fought in 

World War II and took command of 
many Air Force units before ending 
up at the Pentagon.

As an avid outdoorsman and en-
vironmentalist, General White was 
also uniquely ahead of his time, 
writing, “Part of the defense job is 
the safeguarding of the land, timber 
and waters, the fish and wildlife, 
the priceless natural resources 
which make this country of ours 
worth defending.”  Many awards 
have been designated to be given 
annually in his name, including 
the National Geographic Society 
Space Award, the Air Force Acad-
emy National Defense Award, and 
the Air Force Natural Resources 
Award.  After a military career 
spanning over 40 years, he retired 
from the Air Force in June of 1961.  
He passed away on December 22, 
1965.

What does the award look like?
We have not previously won 

this award at the Air Force level, 
so we do not know what the base 
receives.  As soon as the award ar-
rives on-base, we will show it off! 

What happens next?
Winners of the General Thomas 

D. White Environmental Awards 
are the Air Force’s nominees for 
the Secretary of Defense Envi-
ronmental Awards.  These awards 
are given to honor installations, 
teams and individuals for outstand-
ing achievement in Department of 
Defense environmental programs.  
The winner of the Secretary of 
Defense Award for Environmental 
Restoration will be announced on 
22 April 2017 (Earth Day), so wish 
us good luck!
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Plaque of Former Glory: Travis AFB won the General Thomas 
D. White Award for Environmental Restoration for the first time at the 
major command level and an honorable mention at the Air Force 
level in 2001. (Photograph by Glenn Anderson)

ments of the Travis Environmental 
Restoration Program (ERP) are the 
result of effective long-term plan-
ning, the building of an excellent 
team of environmental profession-
als, proper stewardship of limited 
resources, and a willingness to 
use innovative Green and Sustain-
able technologies to speed up soil 
and groundwater cleanups.  
However, they may be 
surprised to learn that Air 
Force installations compete 
for annual awards, and the 
Travis restoration staff won 
the 2016 Air Force General 
Thomas D. White Award 
for Environmental Restora-
tion!  In other words, Travis 
AFB received official rec-
ognition for having the best 
restoration program in the 
Air Force last year.

Here are the dry de-
tails from the Air Force 
award instruction.  The 
Air Force General Thomas 
D. White Environmental 
Awards are a subset of the 
Air Force Civil Engineer 
Awards Program that cov-
ers a number of categories: 
Environmental Quality, 
Environmental Restora-
tion, Pollution Prevention, 
Recycling, Environmental 
Planning, Sustainability, 
and Natural and Cultural Resources 
Management.  Along with showing 
superior performance in the ap-
propriate category, each installation 
must meet additional minimum 
criteria to be eligible to compete 
for an environmental award.  The 
installation must have maintained a 
functional Environmental Manage-
ment System and provided Defense 
Environmental Programs data in its 
Annual Report to Congress during 
the performance period.  Instal-
lations listed by EPA as a Serious 
Violator, in Significant Non-Com-
pliance, or with a High Priority 

Violation in the performance period 
are ineligible to compete in ANY 
Environmental award category.

Therefore, an installation cannot 
have a poor record of environmen-
tal stewardship and still win an 
award for being great in only one 
category.

The Air Force-Level Award Win-
ners are selected by a panel that 
consists of two members of the Air 

Force Civil Engineer Center, one 
member from the Civil Engineer 
Directorate Staff, and one mem-
ber from a Major Command.  The 
panel evaluates the award nomina-
tions and ensures that all scores 
are reconciled before selecting the 
final winner and runner-up for each 
award.

“Even though the winners of the 
General Thomas D. White awards 
are selected annually, that doesn’t 
mean the winner happened to have 
a great program that year,” stated 
Mr. Lonnie Duke, Travis Restora-
tion Program Manager.  “In the 

case of Travis AFB, the award 
reflects years of successful cleanup 
accomplishments and sustained 
superior team performance.”

It is important to recognize that 
Beale AFB won the 2015 Air Force 
General Thomas D. White Award 
for Environmental Restoration (the 
previous year’s winner).  The fact 
that both Air Force installations 
receive environmental support 

from the Air Force Civil 
Engineer Center’s Instal-
lation Support Team (IST) 
at Travis AFB is no coinci-
dence!

“For two installations 
in one IST to win back to 
back Air Force restoration 
awards is a remarkable 
achievement,” said Ms. 
Carol Gaudette, Travis IST 
Chief.  “Also, we work in a 
state with stringent envi-
ronmental regulations and 
oversight, which makes 
these awards even more 
impressive.”

It would be appropri-
ate to acknowledge those 
folks who contributed to 
this achievement, but there 
are too many names to list 
here.  From stellar environ-
mental scientists to support-
ive community members, 
Travis AFB restoration staff 
has benefited from the con-
tributions of many dedicat-

ed professionals and contributors.
Although the odds of winning 

this Air Force award twice in a row 
are as good as the odds of winning 
the Big Dance twice in a row (the 
last school to do that was Florida in 
2006 and 2007), the Travis Resto-
ration staff will still submit a nomi-
nation for the 2017 award, because 
it is an honor to compete and an 
obligation to give a best effort each 
and every year.



For more information about 
Travis AFB’s restoration 
program, please contact:

Lonnie Duke 
Restoration Program Manager 

Travis AFB
(707) 424-7520

lonnie.duke@us.af.mil

Ben Fries
DTSC Remedial Project Manager 

(916) 255-3667
bfries@dtsc.ca.gov

Nadia Burke 
EPA Remedial Project Manager

(415) 972-3187
Burke.NadiaHollan@

epamail.epa.gov

Adriana Constantinescu
RWQCB Remedial Project Mgr

(510) 622-2353
Adriana.Constantinescu@

waterboards.ca.gov

Community Relations
AFCEC/CZOW (Environmental Restoration)
550 Hickam Avenue, Building 248
Travis AFB, CA 94535
(707) 424-7520

Vacaville Public Library 
1020 Ulatis Drive 
Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 449-6290	

Monday-Thursday: 10 a.m. 
-  9 p.m.   
Friday-Saturday: 10 a.m. -  
5 p.m. 
Sunday: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Fairfield-Suisun Com. Library 
1150 Kentucky Street 
Fairfield, CA 94533

(707) 421-6500	

Monday-Thursday: 10 a.m. 
- 9 p.m.   
Friday-Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m. 
Sunday: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Mitchell Memorial Library 
510 Travis Boulevard 
Travis AFB, CA 94535

(707) 424-3279	

Monday-Thursday: 10 a.m. 
- 9 p.m.   
Friday: Closed
Saturday: 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Location of Information Repositories

Printed on recycled paper
If you have any questions or would like more information about the 
RAB tour, please contact Lonnie Duke, (707) 424-7520.

Travis AFB
Restoration

Advisory
Board

Meeting

April 20, 2017 
7 p.m.

 
Northern Solano County 
Association of Realtors 

3690 Hilborn Road 
Fairfield, CA

Meeting Agenda
6:30 - 7:00 p.m. Open Forum:

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. RAB General Meeting
I.	 Welcome and Introductions
II.	 Approval of Minutes
III.	 Additional Agenda Items and 

Questions
IV.	 Discussion Topics

•	 2016 Construction Season Wrap-up
•	 2017 Construction Season Preview

Break
V.	 Cleanup Program Status

•	 General Thomas D. White Award

VI.	 Regulatory Agency Reports
VII.	 Focus Group Reports
VIII.	 RAB/Public Questions
IX.	 Set Time and Place for Next RAB 

Meeting
Adjourn

The open forum allows RAB and community members 
to discuss ongoing Travis AFB restoration program 
activities with the Travis AFB environmental staff on a 
one-to-one basis.


