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Introspection leads to redefining excellence
Does the Air 

Force value my 
contribution? 

What is my true val-
ue? We tend to be-
lieve our value is de-
termined by Air Force 
systems that measure 
our performance.

Our pursuit of ac-
complishment and “ex-
cellence in all we do” 
leads us to measure our 
success by stratifica-
tions, performance re-
ports and board results. 
The problem is there 
are too many outside variables 
that determine exceptional ver-
sus average careers. I became 
much happier when I redefined 
success, and learned that my 
true value is not determined by 
performance feedback systems, 
but by the friendships, relation-
ships and support I provide to 

my family, friends and 
fellow Airmen.

It took me longer 
than it should to reach 
this conclusion. I en-
tered the Air Force 
with no real dream of 
making it a career. The 
events of 9/11 and the 
deployments that fol-
lowed gave me a sense 
of purpose, but I was al-
ways looking for some-
thing better. I wan-
dered through my early 
years as a lieutenant 
and young captain. I 

did the things I needed to do, 
but I wasn’t “all in.” My mind-
set changed when I was lucky 
enough to work with leaders 
who truly cared about their 
people and impacted the cul-
ture around them. I decided I 
wanted to be one of these peo-
ple, and that to do that I needed 

to be a squadron command-
er. I confused a leadership po-
sition with actual leadership, 
which was wrong. Worse, I re-
alized I was pursuing a highly 
competitive position, and I was 
defining success by how I com-
pared with others on promotion 
boards.

The contrast between my 
promotions or school board re-
sults compared to my fast-
tracked friends inevitably led 
to disappointment. I felt like my 
hard work should be rewarded 
with better results. My dreams 
of becoming a squadron com-
mander were almost certainly 
crushed, so I began to build my 
civilian resume. 

My friends, family and a few 

Air Force leaders noticed my 
attitude change. They took the 
time to show me their support 
and let me know they appreciat-
ed my hard work. To this day, I 
am truly thankful for how they 
shaped my career. Their sincere 
encouragement helped me real-
ize that the friendships and rela-
tionships we create throughout 
our careers are the real point of 
all this. My value is not in a po-
sition, title or board result. I can 
be OK with being “average,” 
because what really matters 
is whether I’m an exception-
al teammate. Instead of asking 
myself, “Why didn’t I get select-
ed for school or promotion be-
low the zone?” I started asking 
myself, “How much support am 
I providing my fellow Airmen? 
Was I able to impact their lives 
in a positive way?  Did I know 
when they needed help, and did 
I try and do something about it?”

Was I a good wingman? Most 
importantly, was I a good hus-
band and father? The minute I 
started asking these questions 
I defined success differently. 
I defined it in a way that even 
I, a truly average Airman, can 
achieve it in a way that, in the 
end, matters far more than the 
insignia on my epaulets.

The message I hope I con-
veyed is “excellence in all we 
do” applies to all of us. Some of 
you will go on to amazing ca-
reers and reach dizzying ranks. 
Many of us won’t. I hope each 
and every one of you define suc-
cess by how well we do as a 
team, not by how well we do as 
individuals. I hope we define 
success by how well we learn 
from each other, respect and 
support one another. I hope we 
recognize that “excellence in all 
we do” really means “excellence 
in all we do for each other.”

Wow. It’s hard to believe 
two months ago hall-
marked my 28th year 

of faithful service to the U.S. Air 
Force. Dawning the Air Force 
uniform every day for that many 
years kind of makes you think.

As I settled into my moment of re-
flection, two things came to mind; first 
was “Damn I’m old.” After that, I pon-
dered what it was that made me bleed 
blue for so many years, raise my right 

hand and recite the oath of enlistment 
each time the Air Force allowed me 
to. I will be the first to admit I didn’t 
join the military as a selfless act of pa-
triotism, proudly ready to give my 
life for duty, honor and country. My 
path to service was much simpler and 
probably not far off from why many of 
us initially joined. The allure for me 

was that of a steady job, free educa-
tion and all the extra benefits. I’ll take 
it a step further and divulge that even 
though I joined the Air Force in 1989, 
I didn’t truly “join the Air Force” un-
til 1992 when my second supervi-
sor taught me a little something about 
pride and professionalism.

My epiphanic moment was as a 
young senior airman working at a 
cryptologic equipment depot while 
stationed at Kelly Air Force Base, 

Texas. To simplify things for the non-
geeks out there, I basically soldered 
and repaired circuit cards that went 
inside widget X, Y and Z. The job 
was quite mundane and my daily fo-
cus was to “yellow tag” as many wid-
gets as I could, while keeping one eye 
on my soldering iron and the other on 
the clock. I viewed my commitment to 
the Air Force as no more than a basic 
9-to-5 job.

Chief’s Commentary

See SHAFFER Page 22
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Hangar 837.
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the tailwind is published by the dai-
ly republic, Fairfield, california, a private 
firm in no way connected with the u.s. 
air Force.

While most of the editorial content of the 
tailwind is prepared by the 60th air Mobil-
ity Wing public affairs office for its Web-
based product, the content for the tail-
wind is edited and prepared for print by 
the daily republic staff.

content of the tailwind is not necessar-
ily the official view of, nor is it endorsed 
by the u.s. government, the department 
of defense or the department of the air 
Force.

the appearance of advertising in the  
publication, including inserts or  

supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the department of defense, 
the department of the air Force or the  
daily republic, of the products or services  
advertised.

everything advertised in the publication 
shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion or any other nonmerit factor of the pur-
chaser, user or patron.

correspondence can be sent to the  
60th air Mobility Wing public affairs staff, 
tailwind, 400 Brennan circle, Bldg. 51, tra-
vis aFB, ca 94535-2150, faxed to 424-5936  
or emailed to tailwind@ travis.af.mil.

deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. Friday 
for the following Friday’s issue. swap ads 
must be brought to Bldg. 51 by noon Mon-
day for possible print in that Friday’s is-
sue. emailed or faxed swap ads are not 
accepted.

those on base wishing to receive home 
delivery of the tailwind can call 427-6975 
today.

For information on paid advertising and 
on-base circulation, call 425-4646. corre-
spondence can be sent to: daily republic,  
1250 texas st., Fairfield, ca 94533 or 
faxed to 425-5924.

Visit the travis public web site at http://
www.travis.af.mil. read the tailwind online 
at http://tailwind.dailyrepublic.net.
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Name: 
Staff Sgt. 
Stephen Gibson.

Unit:
22nd Airlift 
Squadron.

Duty title:
Flight engineer.

Hometown: 
Columbia, South Carolina.

What are your goals?
Help other Airmen be the best 
they can be.

What are your hobbies?
Writing nonfiction stories, drums, 
basketball.

Time in service: 
Seven years.

Family:
Spouse, Jessica.

What is your greatest  
achievement?
Starting my own nonprofit.

U.S. Air Force photo

Travis brass quintet demonstrates music’s power
Heide Couch

60tH Air Mobility WinG PubliC AFFAirS

“How do you guys feel about the tem-
po? Let’s start at bar 70. It’s sounding a 
little sour. You make the difference not 
with volume, but with accent,” Tech. Sgt. 
Thomas Salyers, Travis Brass noncom-
missioned officer in charge, said during 
a recent rehearsal.

One of the cornerstone ensembles for 
the United States Air Force Band of the 
Golden West, the Travis Brass has been 
delighting audiences in the western U.S. 
for several decades. The brass quintet is 
made up of two trumpets, a horn, a trom-
bone and a tuba.   

It takes hours of practice for the 
members of the quintet to reach the lev-
el of excellence audiences expect. Each 
musical composition performed may 
vary with individual interpretation de-
pending on the artist and the instru-
ment. When not out traveling for a per-
formance, the quintet conducts practice 
sessions for two to three hours, at least 
twice a week, at Travis Air Force Base, 
California.

“In any group like this, there’s a lot 
of personal preparation and ownership 
that goes into the way we play,” Salyers 
said.  “As NCOIC, I feel it’s important to 
empower these guys to bring their skill, 
their professionalism, their musicality 
into how we play a piece.  There is a cer-
tain amount of consensus.”

Senior Airman James Wright has 
been a trombonist for the BOGW for 
nearly three years, but has been playing 
since he was a kid growing up in Salts-
burg, Pennsylvania, about an hour north 
of Pittsburgh.

“I was in third grade when I had 
the chance to try out different instru-
ments to see which one I liked the most,” 

u.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch

Airman 1st Class Lee Jarzembak, United States Air Force Band of the Golden West tuba player, rehearses Aug. 7 with the Travis Brass 
Quintet at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. The brass quintet is made up of two trumpets, a horn, a trombone and a tuba.See BRASS Page 24



Base adjusts C-5Ms
Staff Sgt. Nicole Leidholm

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

After two C-5M Super Galaxies 
had a malfunction of the nose land-
ing gear, Gen. Carlton Everhart II, 
Air Mobility Command command-
er directed a stand-down of C-5M 
flying operations in July at Dover 
Air Force Base, Delaware.

After inspection, work imme-
diately began on the 18 C-5Ms 
stationed at Travis Air Force 
Base, California, to ensure safe-
ty and minimize impact on 

worldwide operations. 
There are two ball screw drive 

assemblies on the C-5M nose land-
ing gear. Both ball screw drive 
operate in tandem to retract and 
extend the nose landing gear, ac-
cording to officials. 

If a single ball screw drive as-
sembly is not operational and 
causes binding, the gear cannot 
operate and will stall the extension 
or retraction process. The process 
to replace the ball screw drive as-
semblies takes approximately 24 
hours to complete.
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u.s. Air force photo/staff sgt. nicole leidholm

Senior Airman Johemir Lopez-Ortez, 60th Maintenance Squadron aero 
repair technician, left, and Airman 1st Class David Pluskota, 60th MXS AR 
technician, remove the ball screw on the nose landing gear of a C-5M Super 
Galaxy, on tail No. 70034. C-5M No. 70034 flew Aug. 19 for the first time 
after the ball screw drive assembly replacement.

AF seeks nominations 
for leadership award

Staff Sgt. Alexx Pons
Air force Personnel center Public AffAirs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RAN-
DOLPH, Texas — Air Force officials are 
seeking nominations for the 69th annual 
Arthur S. Flemming Award. 

The award, sponsored by George 
Washington University and the Arthur S. 
Flemming Awards Commission, honors 
outstanding federal employees who have 
made significant and extraordinary con-
tributions to the federal government in 
the categories of leadership and/or man-
agement; legal achievement; social sci-
ence, clinical trials and translational re-
search; applied science and engineering; 
and basic science. 

The Air Force can submit two civil ser-
vice or military members per category 
for a total of 10 nominations.

The purpose of the award is to rec-
ognize outstanding and meritorious 
achievement while working for the 

federal government; to encourage the 
highest standards of performance in the 
federal service; to enhance appreciation 
for the United States government and the 
opportunities and responsibilities it pres-
ents; and to attract outstanding individu-
als to a career in federal service.

Organizations and base-level personnel 
must contact their major command, com-
batant command, field operating agency 
or direct reporting unit for applicable sus-
pense dates and additional information re-
garding nomination procedures. Nomina-
tion packages are due to the Air Force’s 
Personnel Center by Nov. 17.

Specific eligibility and application pro-
cedures are available via myPers. Se-
lect “any” from the dropdown menu and 
search “Flemming.”

For more information about Air Force 
personnel programs, go to myPers. Individ-
uals who do not have a myPers account can 
request one by following the instructions on 
the Air Force’s Personnel Center website.

Annual consent for automatic 
prescription refills begins Sept. 1

TRICARE Staff

FALLS CHURCH, Va. — Beginning 
Sept. 1, Express Scripts will need annual 
consent from patients who want to receive 
automatic refills of their maintenance 
medications enrolled in TRICARE Phar-
macy Home Delivery. 

This means that just before one of your 
prescriptions runs out of refills, Express 
Scripts will reach out to you to know if you 
would like your doctor to be contacted to 
renew the prescription and if you’d like to 
continue in the Automatic Refill program. 
If not, Express Scripts will not refill your 
prescription.

“This new process gives beneficiaries 
more control over their medications and 
keeps the convenience of automatic re-
fills,” said Amy Aldighere, the DOD Pro-
gram Management Express Scripts senior 
director. “It also makes it easier to opt out 
of the Auto Refill program and helps to pre-
vent beneficiaries from receiving medica-
tions that they no longer need or shouldn’t 
receive.”

What to expect
When the last refill of a medication en-

rolled in the Automatic Refill program 

ships, Express Scripts will reach out to you 
by telephone and/or email (depending on 
the preference you indicated) and ask the 
following:

• Would you like Express Scripts to reach 
out to your doctor for a new prescription?

• Do you want to keep your medication 
enrolled in the Auto Refill program?

How to respond
Express Scripts will not re-enroll your 

medication unless they hear from you. You 
have several ways to respond:

• Online at Express-Scripts.com/TRI-
CARE.

• Via the automated phone call from Ex-
press Scripts.

• By calling an Express Scripts patient 
care advocate at 1-877-363-1303.

If Express Scripts does not receive your 
consent within 10 days of reaching out to 
you, they will remove your medication 
from the Auto Refill program. However, re-
enrolling is simple. You can re-enroll your 
medication at any time online, or through 
a PCA.

For more information or if you have 
questions, go to the Express Scripts web-
site. You can also call Express Scripts at 
1-877-363-1303 to speak with a PCA.
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Are you Afraid
of the Dentist?

Does your fear of the dentist keep you from
receiving the care you need?

At Regency Dental our top priority is our patients’
comfort and overall experience.

Adult Conscious Sedation Now Available.

Come in for Exam, X-rays and Cleaning

And Receive FREE Teeth Whitening ($400.00 Value)

Upon Completion of All Necessary Dental Treatment

Regency Dental
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

1001 Nut Tree Road, Suite 230, Vacaville CA 95687
707-453-1776

Benicia Grill II
KARAOKE
NOW WED, 

THURS, 
FRI & SAT 

NIGHT!

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES & MORE

Monday - Friday

ANY ITEM
on Special Menu

$9.99 • 3-5pm

Wednesday  
thru Saturday

KARAOKE

6pm-Close

Happy

Hour

Mon & Tue 6am-3pm • Wed & Thurs 6am-9pm 
Fri & Sat 6am-10pm • Sun 6am-8pm

(707) 428-0555 •  2390 North Texas Street, Fairfield

Buy One Breakfast 
or Lunch Get One 

FREE 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.

Dinner Special
Buy One Get One 

50% Off 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.

10% 
Off

Your Total Bill
Up to $7 value. One coupon per table. 

Not good with any other offers or 
on Senior menu items. Must present 

coupon. Offer expires 9/7/17. 

50% Off entree of equal or lesser 
value. Not good with any other offers 

or on Senior menu items. Must present 
coupon. Offer expires  9/7/17. 

One coupon per table. 
Must present coupon. 
Offer expires 9/7/17. 

5-6pm

OUT OF STATE SMOG SPECIAL

$2975
Most cars. 2000 or newer. Exp. 8/15/17

+cert

53 Union Way
Vacaville

707452.3464
Mon. - Fri. 9am - 6pm

Sat. 9am - 3pm

Law and Order

Airmen’s actions have consequences
60th Air Mobility Wing  

Judge Advocate

Law and Order is a monthly 
feature detailing the previous 
month’s military justice mat-
ters at Travis. 

Publicizing this information 
fosters an atmosphere of good 
order and discipline by dem-
onstrating how the military en-
forces standards of conduct. 

This feature also serves to 
educate and inform the public 
concerning military law and 
the military justice system:

During the months of June 
and July 2017, five Airmen re-
ceived final action from a court-
martial, 12 Airmen received 
final review of nonjudicial pun-
ishment under Article 15, Uni-
form Code of Military Justice 
and nine Airmen were involun-
tarily separated. 

Courts-martial
A senior airman from 

the 60th Medical Operations 
Squadron pled guilty at a gen-
eral court-martial to one spec-
ification of wrongful use of fen-
tanyl and one specification of 
wrongful use of ketamine, vio-
lations of Article 112a, UCMJ. 
The member also pled guilty to 
three specifications of wrong-
ful appropriation of military 
property, a violation of Arti-
cle 121, UCMJ. The sentence 
consisted of a reduction to the 
rank of airman basic, forfei-
ture of $500 pay per month for 
one month, confinement for one 
year and a reprimand.

A master sergeant from the 
60th Civil Engineer Squadron 
was tried by a special court-
martial for one specification 
of wrongful use of marijua-
na, a violation of Article 112a, 
UCMJ. The case resulted in an 
acquittal.

An airman first class from 
the 60th Operations Support 
Squadron pled guilty at a spe-
cial court-martial to wrongful 
use of lysergic acid diethylam-
ide, a violation of Article 112a, 
UCMJ. The sentence consist-
ed of a reduction to the rank of 
airman basic, forfeiture of $500 
pay per month for one month, 
confinement for 30 days, re-
striction to the limits of Travis 
Air Force Base, California for 

30 days and hard labor without 
confinement for 30 days.

An airman first class from 
the 60th Operations Support 
Squadron pled guilty at a sum-
mary court-martial to one 
specification of wrongful use 
of 3,4-methylenedioxymetham-
phetamine and one specifica-
tion of wrongful use of cocaine, 
violations of Article 112a, 
UCMJ. The sentence consisted 
of a reduction to the rank of air-
man basic, confinement for 29 
days and a reprimand. 

An airman first class from 
the 60th Operations Support 
Squadron pled guilty at a sum-
mary court-martial to one 
specification of wrongful pos-
session of lysergic acid dieth-
ylamide, a violation of Article 
112a, UCMJ. The sentence con-
sisted of reduction to the rank 
of airman basic and a repri-
mand.

Nonjudicial punishment 
(Article 15s) 

An airman first class from 
the 60th Aerial Port Squadron-
received an Article 15 for mis-
use of the government travel 
card , a violation of Article 92, 
UCMJ. Punishment consisted 
of a reduction to the rank of air-
man and a reprimand.

A technical sergeant from 

the 60th Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron received an Article 
15 for being drunk on duty, a vi-
olation of Article 112, UCMJ, 
for driving under the influence 
of alcohol, a violation of Arti-
cle 111, UCMJ and for being 
absent without leave, a viola-
tion of Article 86, UCMJ. Pun-
ishment consisted of a suspend-
ed reduction to the rank of staff 
sergeant, forfeiture of $225 pay 
per month for two months and 
10 days of extra duty.

A senior airman from the 
60th AMXS received an Article 
15 for being drunk and disor-
derly, a violation of Article 134, 
UCMJ. Punishment consisted 
of a suspended reduction to the 
rank of airman first class, for-
feiture of $306 pay per month 
for two months, 45 days of extra 
duty and a reprimand.

A senior airman from the 
60th AMXS received an Article 

15 for being drunk and disor-
derly, a violation of Article 134, 
UCMJ. Punishment consisted 
of a suspended reduction to the 
rank of airman first class, for-
feiture of $306 pay per month 
for two months, 45 days of extra 
duty and a reprimand.

An airman first class from 
the 60th Dental Squadron re-
ceived an Article 15 for as-
sault, a violation of Article 128, 
UCMJ. Punishment consisted 
of reduction to the rank of air-
man, 15 days of extra duty and 
a reprimand. 

An airman first class from 
the 60th Medical Support 
Squadron received an Article 
15 for failure to go on two occa-
sions, a violation of Article 86, 
UCMJ. Punishment consisted 
of a suspended reduction to the 

rank of airman, 14 days of  ex-
tra duty and a reprimand. 

A technical sergeant from 
the 60th Operations Support 
Squadron received an Arti-
cle 15 for being absent without 
leave, a violation of Article 86, 
UCMJ, and for making a false 
official statement, a violation 
of Article 107, UCMJ. Punish-
ment consisted of a reduction to 
the rank of staff sergeant, for-
feiture of $1,616 pay and a rep-
rimand.

An airman first class from 
the 60th Surgical Operations 
Squadron received an Article 
15 for failure to obey a no con-
tact order, a violation of  Article 
92, UCMJ. Punishment consist-
ed of reduction to the rank of 
airman and a reprimand. 

See LAW Page 25
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1661 E. MONTE VISTA AVE., SUITE A
(in the Nut Tree Village)

“Solano County’s Favorite Jeweler”

 

Space Ops directorate names leaders
Secretary of the Air Force  

Public Affairs

WASHINGTON — The Air 
Force selected the senior civil-
ian and mobilization assistant 
for the deputy chief of staff for 
Space Operations directorate, 
or “AF/A11,” Aug. 17. 

Shawn Barnes will serve 
as the assistant deputy chief 
of staff for Space Operations, 

and Maj. Gen. Pamela Lincoln 
has been named as the mobi-
lization assistant to the depu-
ty chief of staff for Space Op-
erations.

“Mr. Barnes and Maj. Gen. 
Lincoln are experienced lead-
ers who will provide the vi-
sion and direction for our new 
Space Operations directorate,” 
said Secretary of the Air Force 
Heather Wilson. “This is one 

more element of the plan to en-
sure our space forces are orga-
nized, trained, and equipped to 
prevail in any conflict.”

The initial cadre of the A11 
has been identified and as-
signed, consisting of 43 mili-
tary members, government ci-
vilians and contractors. These 
professionals have formed the 

Officials stop at Travis

U.S. Air Force photo/Louis Briscese

Congresswoman Ann Louise Wagner, of Missouri and Ed 
Markey, U.S. senator from Massachusetts, get ready to board 
an aircraft Aug. 16 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. Wagner and 
Markey are part of a congressional delegation that stopped at 
Travis en route to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.

See LEADERS Page 21
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Intel analyst keeps pilots safe at home, abroad
Staff Sgt. Stephenie Wade

Air Mobility CoMMAnd 

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Ill. — Every day, Air Force Se-
nior Airman Brittany Fuentes 
is tasked with the responsibility 
of collecting and providing vital 
information that could impact 
the outcome of mobility mis-
sions worldwide.

Fuentes is a collection re-
quirements manager assigned 
to Air Mobility Command’s Air 
Intelligence Squadron at Scott 
Air Force Base, Illinois. On a 
daily basis Fuentes provides an-
swers to 104 AMC intelligence 
sections around the world when 
they have a request for infor-
mation.

“Fuentes is outside her ana-
lyst role right now,” said Ric Sa-
las, AMC collection manage-
ment team chief.

“She is assuming the role of 
a technical sergeant and doing 
it well,” Salas said. “Most an-
alysts are assigned to one geo-
graphic combatant command. 
Fuentes is in charge of monitor-
ing or being the subject 

matter expert on all the geo-
graphic combatant commands. 
All the analysts come to our sec-
tion to request information for 
mobility missions globally and 
she has to find the answers.”

During her time at AMC, 
Fuentes has also managed the 
weapons and tactics team’s 
threat assessment process 
where she served as a SME on 
weapons systems that have the 
potential to damage AMC air-
craft. In 2016, she analyzed 
116 enemy attacks in Iraq, Syr-
ia and Afghanistan. Her exper-
tise helped the Air Force identi-
fy enemy tactics and safeguard 
more than 69,000 mobility air-
craft sorties.

No mission too small
“There’s not a mission (at 

AMC) we don’t support,” she 
said. “Before pilots take off, we 
provide the best overall picture 
of what they can expect during 
their mission. I think [analysts] 
have a very important role of 
keeping our pilots safe.”

The responsibilities that 
U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Stephenie Wade

Senior Airman Brittany Fuentes, a collection requirements manager at Air Mobility Command, briefs other 
analysts about information regarding a mobility mission July 18 at Scott Air Force Base, Ill. See INTEL Page 23



Exchange pilot reaches dream
Senior Airman Greg Nash

23rd Wing Public AffAirs

Editor’s note: Last names 
withheld for security purposes.

u u u
MOODY AIR FORCE BASE, 

Ga. — Allured by the distant 
chopping of helicopter blades, 
a young French boy diverts 
his attention from his televi-
sion screen to watch native pi-
lots rescue stranded hikers in 
Southeast France.

Glancing back at his favorite 
show, he notices an American 

pilot navigating a similar air-
frame, causing him to won-
der what it would be like to fly a 
“chopper.”

Through sheer determina-
tion, Commandant Micka pro-
pelled himself to serve and 
fly for both nations. As part of 
the 67th Helicopter Squadron 
“Pyrenees,” Cazaux Air Base, 
France, he was proud to ’Fight 
and Save,’ fulfilling the French 
air force helicopter communi-
ty’s mantra. Now, he’s a part of 
Moody Air Force Base’s 41st 
Rescue Squadron to contribute 

to their motto.
“’So That Others May Live,’ 

is a (motto) I want to honor dur-
ing my tenure here and I’m 
proud to represent my country 
as the only current French ex-
change pilot in the (U.S.) Air 
Force,” said Micka. “I was very 
excited to join the 41st RQS be-
cause of the mission similarities 
with my unit back home and the 
United States’ and France’s res-
cue history together.

“I’ve seen the HH-60G Pave-
hawk throughout my deploy-
ments and the ability to now 
fly one is special,” Micka add-
ed, who is the 41 RQS assistant 
director of operations and an 
HH-60 pilot. “It resembles and 
maneuvers a lot like my old air-
frame, the (French air force’s) 
EC-275 Caracal.”

According to Micka, in addi-
tion to the aircraft likeness, he 
relished the two nation’s lengthy 
experience and capabilities in 
performing in hostile environ-
ments and highlighted the 100th 
birthday of the nation’s being 
brothers in arms during World 
War I.

“I’ve always appreciated how 
the Americans aided France 
and also helped change the 
tide of the war,” said Micka. 
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A South of the Border 
Experience in Mexican Cuisine
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Consignment Hours:
We accept women’s sizes Junior to 4XL
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 707.422.5242

340 Travis Blvd. Suite 2 • Fairfield 
 (turn in at Solano Storage, next to Subway) 

15% Off 
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with Military ID

“We Go The Extra SMILE”
• Orthodontics  

for Children & Adults

• Cosmetic  
(Clear) Braces

• Invisalign

• Early Intervention 
Treatment

• Financing Options  
Available

• Military Discounts

Bryan C. Scott, D.M.D.
Specialist in Orthodontics & Staff

2611 Nut Tree Road, Vacaville, (707) 451-2292
1411 Oliver Road , Fairfield, (707) 428-3200

www.scott-ortho.com

OrthodonticsOrthodontics
Voted Best Orthodontist

See DREAM Page 14

u.s. Air force photo/senior Airman greg nash

Commandant Micka, a French exchange pilot and assistant director of operations for the 41st Rescue 
Squadron, actuates switches in a HH-60G Pavehawk, Aug. 2 at Moody Air Force Base, Ga.
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DR. JEFFREY BROOKS

VARICOSE VEINS? LEG ULCERS?
LEG PAIN? LEG SWELLING?

LEG CRAMPS? LEG HEAVINESS? BURNING SENSATION?
SKIN COLOR CHANGES? RESTLESS LEGS?

FREE CONSULTATION!  WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY! (707) 392-2500

Airmen, Sailors prepare to support F-35 at sea
Staff Sgt. Peter Thompson

33rd Fighter Wing

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, 
Fla. — Two Petty Officers 1st 
Class from the USS Abraham 
Lincoln received initial train-
ing from the Air Force’s 33rd 
Maintenance Squadron’s Aero-
space Ground Equipment Aug. 
7-11 at Eglin Air Force Base, 
Florida.

The Sailors, Petty Officers 
1st Class Jeremiah Appel and 
Kunthea Sam, received the 
training in preparation for F-
35C operations onboard their 
ship. In the future, when the 
F-35C is training aboard the 
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier, 
these technicians will be able 
to operate and maintain the 

aircraft.
“We are here to familiar-

ize ourselves with what we can 
expect on the ship when F-35s 
are on board, allowing us to be 
fully functional,” said Appel, a 
CVN-72, trainee. “When we do 
return to our command we will 
be capable enough to handle 
any situations that come up.”

The AGE flight has a unique 
mission supporting both the 
Air Force 58th Fighter Squad-
ron’s F-35As and the Navy 
VFA-101’s F-35Cs. The Airmen 
and Sailors assigned to the unit 
work hand-in-hand with both 
aircraft.

“(These Sailors) are here 
because we are the people who 
are the most capable of provid-
ing them with this training,” 
said Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Eric Stark a Navy aviation sup-
port equipment technician 
and a 33rd MXS AGE train-
er. “We’ve worked with this 
equipment the longest, making 
us the most experienced.”

The AGE flight operates and 
maintains the machines that 
supply electricity, air pressure 

and hydraulic pressure to the 
aircraft when the engine is not 
running.

“An aircraft in the air is to-
tally self-sufficient, meaning 
it maintains its own systems,” 
said Master Sgt. Jesse Cotter, 
the AGE flight chief. “When 
it’s on the ground it has none of 
that, so that’s where we come 
into play. Our support equip-
ment does the same things the 
aircraft systems do, but while 
it’s on the ground.”

In the past, AGE techni-
cians in the Air Force and 
Navy have worked with equip-
ment that can be used across 
multiple legacy platforms. The 
majority of machinery that 
supports the Lightning II is 
particular to the aircraft, re-
quiring specialized training. 
Additionally, the Navy’s fix-
tures will be different from the 
Air Forces when operating on 
an aircraft carrier.

“Our equipment serves the 
same functions as theirs does, 
but some of their systems are 
a little bit smaller because of 
space constraints,” said Cotter.

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Peter thompson 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Eric Stark, right, Navy aviation support equipment 
technician and a 33rd Maintenance Squadron aerospace ground 
equipment trainer, demonstrates how to operate a portable floor crane for 
Petty Officer 1st Class Jerimiah Appel, Navy aviation support equipment 
technician on the USS Abraham Lincoln, Aug. 9 at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla.

Defender graduates first joint service course
Debbie Aragon

Air Force instAllAtion And Mission  
support center public AFFAirs

FORT BLISS, Texas — Work-
ing side-by-side, Sailors and 
Airmen built critical skill sets 
during the first joint service se-
curity course at the Desert De-
fender Ground Combat Readi-
ness Training Center recently.

Although Sailors have attend-
ed two Desert Defender class-
es in the past, this was the first 
time Air Force and Navy stu-
dents completed the same course 
together, according to Lt. Col. 
Bernard Sprute, the DDGCRTC 
commander.

Desert Defender, the Air 
Force’s largest security forces 
readiness training center, focus-
es on fundamental base defense 
training prior to a deployment. 
The standard security opera-
tions curriculum experienced 
by the joint students focused on 
topics like improvised explosive 
device detection, mounted and 
dismounted patrols, counter in-
surgency operations, culture 
awareness, entry control point 
operations, vehicle roll-over re-
sponse, as well as combat lifesav-
ing skills.

Desert Defender provides “a 
great, fundamental baseline pri-
or to deploying, regardless of 
where you’re going to deploy. 
Whether it be a gulf state, Af-
ghanistan, Iraq or anywhere in 
Africa,” said Sprute.

Bringing U.S. military ser-
vices together in a frontline joint 
training environment is “huge,” 
Sprute added. The training offers 
a consistent baseline, “not just for 
our Air Force security forces de-
fenders but for those Navy se-
curity forces (deploying) to the 
very same countries (Airmen) 
go to and provide the same sort 
of base defense and ECP opera-
tions we do.”

One of the Navy students in 
the joint course was Petty Officer 
2nd Class Christopher Norber-
to, a master-at-arms, or military 
policeman, assigned to Naval Air 
Station Whidbey Island, Wash-
ington.

“Training with the Air Force 
allows us to learn tactics, tech-
niques and a skill set that we 
wouldn’t have access to in our 
branch of service,” said Norber-
to. “It also leads to an exchange 

of techniques and ideas that can 
be built upon each other and al-
lows us to have a deeper under-
standing and appreciation for our 
brothers and sisters in uniform.”

In addition to the joint envi-
ronment, Desert Defender pro-
vides a safe environment for 
students to learn what can inher-
ently be dangerous skills while in 
a safe, controlled environment. 
Mistakes made during training 
are quickly corrected by cadre 
members who are always near-
by.

“Making mistakes in train-
ing allows for us to identify and 
correct them before they can po-
tentially lead to catastrophic inci-
dents (while deployed). The im-
portance of having a safe and 
controlled environment to prac-
tice these skills and make the 
mistakes beforehand can be 
measured by the lives it can save 
in the future,” said Norberto.

In addition to the stan-
dard security operations course, 
DDGCRTC offers a wide variety 

of training on more than 1.1 mil-
lion acres at Fort Bliss, Texas. 

“Whether you’re talking 
about a base defense operations 
course…mounted or dismounted 
operations, we have convoy live-
fire ranges here, we have real 
full distance firing ranges. We 
have restricted airspace that we 
can fly the RQ-11B Raven in…
it’s a great place for defenders to 
come through and receive real-
istic training … as realistic as we 
can make it,” said Sprute.

The RQ-11B Raven is a small, 
unmanned aircraft system that 
provides security forces with re-
al-time, direct intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance, 
and target information.

“(Fort Bliss) offers a very, 
very realistic and rigorous train-
ing environment whether you’re 
talking about the elevation, the 
mountains, the heat, the crit-
ters … you name it, very realis-
tic training environment to what 
you’re going to see  (while de-
ployed),” said Sprute.
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Sunrise Residences Open Daily 9-5PM 
2750 North Texas, Fairfield

Brand new studio and one bedroom units, modestly 
priced from $1,475-$1,575/mo. Gated community. 
Elevated ceilings, Java beech wood cabinets, SS 
applncs, granite counters, washers/dryers and 
more. Close to shopping and freeway access.
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Cathy Khan
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(707) 386-5425
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Four Seasons
SELF STORAGE

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

ON MOST SIZES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
EXPIRES 8/31/17.

25% OFF
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COUPON

• On Site Management

• Security Cameras

• Individually Alarmed Units

• Private Gate Codes

• Well Lit Wide Hallways

• Drive-Up Units Available

1600 Petersen Road • Suisun

(707) 439-0605
www.4sssonline.com

Ask  
About Our
MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

Cellular (707) 718-1989
nprice@c21mm.com
301 Dickson Hill Road, Fairfield, CA 94533

M&M and Associates

Let My Experience, Make Your 
Home Buying or Selling Experience, 

Your Best Experience!

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Nancy Price-Branson 
REALTOR®

Cal BRE #01426977 
CDPE, SFR, ABR, MRP, SRES

u.s. Air Force photo/debbie Aragon

Staff Sgt. Joshua Hopkins fires the M2 .50-caliber machine gun while 
assistant gunner U.S. Petty Officer 3rd Class Derek Dick monitors 
ammunition during heavy weapons firing at Range 39 at Fort Bliss, Texas.



Equipment gives Airmen time to breathe
Airman 1st Class  

Tristan D. Viglianco
9th Reconnaissance Wing Public affaiRs

BEALE AIR FORCE BASE, 
Calif. — After pilots complete 
their Initial Aerospace Physiol-
ogy Training they occasionally 
go through a refresher course to 
maintain their flying status. 

In order to complete the 
course, aircrew work with the 
9th Physiological Support Squad-
ron for a variety of reasons, in-
cluding a hypoxia demonstration.

“After someone completes 
the academics portion of their 
training they have to do a hy-
poxia demonstration,” said Mas-
ter Sgt. Jennifer Flecker, the 
9th PSPTS support flight chief. 
“Hypoxia is a state of oxygen 
deficiency. When a person goes 
up in attitude and breathes less 

oxygen they become susceptible 
to cognition errors, situational 
awareness errors, loss of coordi-
nation, and visual impairment.” 

Hypoxia poses a serious 
threat to pilots and up until re-
cently, exposing pilots to the 
conditions which cause it re-
quired 9th PSPTS Airmen to 
spend a lot of time and man-
power completing hypoxia dem-
onstrations. However, with the 
acquisition of the Reduced Ox-
ygen Breathing Device it now 
only takes two individuals ver-
sus the six Airmen it used to 
take.

“It saves us a lot of man-
power and time,” said Airman 
1st Class Mariah Rosenberg, a 
9th PSPTS aerospace physiol-
ogist technician. “A hyperbaric 
chamber flight takes us about an 
hour and a half to do the entire 

thing and with the ROBD it 
takes us about 30 minutes.”

According to Rosenberg, pi-
lots prefer using the ROBD 
instead of the hyperbaric 
chamber because they aren’t re-
quired to wear the full pressure 
suit and are able to spend more 
time on the mission as opposed 
to training.

In addition to the time saved, 
demonstrating hypoxia with the 
ROBD is safer for aircrew going 
through the training.

“The ROBD demonstrates 
hypoxia without exposing air-
crew to altitude threats,” said 
Flecker. “It takes oxygen, ni-
trogen, and compressed air and 
mixes them up to different per-
centage levels a person would be 
exposed to at various altitudes.” 

Since students aren’t ex-
posed to high altitudes, they 
aren’t restricted from flying like 
they used to after training.

“The ROBD is freeing up our 
pilots because they aren’t re-
stricted from flying,” said Fleck-
er. “They can actually fly a mis-
sion the same day.”

All the time being saved by 
aircrew and 9th PSPTS Air-
men goes a long way in allowing 
them to focus on other aspects 
of the mission. The aircrew can 
get back to flying sorties and 
providing high-altitude intelli-
gence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance and the Airmen can 
focus on ensuring the equip-
ment they need is working prop-
erly.
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www.SolanoHomesToday.com

Property Values Are Up!
How Much Is

YOUR House Worth?
Call today for a free evaluation!

Emmy.Greene@KappelGateway.com

3002 Rockville Rd., 
Fairfield

*$150 refundable  
cleaning deposit

Military & First Responder Discounts Available
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On-site Management
Security
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u.s. air force photo/Justin Parsons

9th Physiological Support Squadron personnel monitor a pilot’s vitals 
and cognitive abilities as he flies a simulated mission using the Reduced 
Oxygen Breathing Device July 21 at Beale Air Force Base, Calif.

Follow @travisafb on Instagram

AF introduces tool to manage civilian benefits
Richard Salomon

Air Force Personnel center  
Public AFFAirs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas —  
The Air Force is the first agen-
cy in the Department of De-
fense to roll out a new tool that 
helps government civilians 
more effectively manage their 
benefits and entitlement infor-
mation. 

The Government Retire-
ment and Benefits Platform is 
a web-based application that 
allows employees to make 
changes and updates to their 

health insurance, life insur-
ance, Thrift Savings Plan and 
other personal benefit infor-
mation. 

The GRB Platform replac-
es the Employee Benefits Infor-
mation System, which replaced 
most paper-based processes in 
1996. 

“The GRB Platform in-
cludes all the functionality pre-
viously offered with EBIS, but 
in a much more intuitive and 
user-friendly environment,” 
said Annette Castro, an Air 
Force Personnel Center human 
resource specialist. “It gives 
employees the ability to easily 

obtain and request various re-
tirement estimates, complete 
their retirement packages and 
review their current benefits 
coverage.” 

The site also contains infor-
mational videos, facts sheets, 
electronic forms, calculators, 
retirement courses and links to 
external websites to help indi-
viduals make important deci-
sions regarding their benefits. 

Employees can access 
the GRB Platform applica-
tion through AFPC Secure 
by selecting the “GRB Plat-
form” application link. Em-
ployees should see a brief video 

explaining the new system the 
first time they log in. 

“This is another example of 
how we are providing smart-
er and more efficient person-
nel services to our customers 
worldwide,” Castro said. “It’s 
important that we continue 
to improve and enhance all of 
our business processes, so our 

customers can have what they 
need right at their fingertips.” 

For more information, visit 
the myPers website and search 
“GRB Platform.” Individuals 
who do not have a myPers ac-
count can request one by fol-
lowing the instructions on the 
Air Force’s Personnel Center 
website.
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� Full Service Auto Repair
� Check Engine Light
� Electrical
� Free Inspection
� Oil Change
� Brake Service

MultiTechAutoRepair.com

Reasonable rates & dependable 
outstanding quality automotive 
service & repair. Jeff’s integrity 
and candor are commendable 
ideals...will do you right. Military 
Friendly. MSGT Joe N.

M-F 7am-7pm 
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2035 N Texas Street, Ste A
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10% off
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Owner…Don Westhaver,
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Proud Military Parents

 

First Time Customers:
Bring ad in for visual 26 pt inspection

Visit the Travis FACEBOOK  
for up-to-date information.  

facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase
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“Understanding the historic, 
close relationship and similar 
mantras between these nations 
is very dear to me.”

Knowing his dedication of 
this symbolic relationship and 
his eagerness to learn to be a 

better pilot and wingman, one 
41st RQS member speaks on 
how the unit has embraced Mic-
ka. 

“(Micka) has proven and 
continues to prove he is an ex-
cellent ambassador for our 
French rotary wing partners,” 
said Lt. Col. Chris Richardson, 
the 41 RQS commander. “He 
consistently, much like his pre-
decessors before him, brings 

outstanding insight, credibility 
and experience to our squadron. 
His interactions with the (com-
bat search and rescue) commu-
nity, more specifically, the 41st 
RQS, are instrumental in build-
ing a bigger, more holistic ap-
proach to how we conduct and 
execute our mission. 

“For as long as this part-
nership has been around, this 
squadron and our community 
continues to reap the benefits of 
experiencing how each respec-
tive partner and individual unit 
integrate into and provide ca-
pability to the joint fight,” Rich-
ardson added. “This exchange 
program allows (U.S. Air Force) 
members to work with our 
French partners, while also al-
lowing us to incorporate (Mic-
ka’s) expertise into our own pro-
grams.”

Throughout his career, Mic-
ka said he’s gratified to have 
flown over 2,000 flight hours, 
completed 650 missions in hos-
tile territory and participated in 
13 deployments, but nothing yet 
compares to his first save. 

“My first save was of a 
wounded Afghan child when 
I was a young co-pilot in this 
unit,” said Micka. “It was such 
an adrenaline rush and spe-
cial moment for me. You don’t 

realize the impacts of every-
thing you’re accomplishing on 
a mission because you’re so in 
the moment. When you land and 
think about all the training you 
did to save someone’s life, it’s 
the best feeling in the world.”

Another great feeling for 
Micka is the ability to become a 
more proficient pilot during de-
ployments. According to him, 
one aspect of accomplishing 
this doesn’t always involve ma-
neuvering the controls in the 
cockpit.

“There’s nothing like be-
ing (entrenched) in an interna-
tional coalition environment to 
achieve one goal,” said Micka. 
“The opportunity to build rela-
tionships, share tactics and fa-
miliarize myself with the 30 na-
tions I’ve deployed alongside 
with has been great.”

Micka credits this exposure 
of different nation’s aircraft 
and pilots for helping him pre-
pare for his biggest challenge 
thus far. 

“Overcoming the language 
barrier and improving my min-
imal English skills has been 
one of the hardest tests for me 
since my arrival (at Moody 
AFB),” said Micka. “Over time, 
I’ve sufficiently progressed 
through the process by getting 

accustomed to hearing different 
accents in flight and in the sim-
ulator, reading emails and talk-
ing with my comrades.”

As the 41 RQS ADO, Mic-
ka recently finished his HH-
60 qualification training. In the 
near future, he hopes to accom-
plish his main desire as part of 
the exchange program. 

“One of the biggest purpos-
es of the program is to deploy 
to save lives,” said Micka. “It’s 
been my favorite part of the job 
since I’ve started. I’m doing the 
same mission I love, just in a dif-
ferent unit.”

Micka added that the pro-
gram is so much more than 
one pilot getting to experience 
another country’s tactics and 
training. According to him, it’s 
also about being able share what 
he’s learned.

“I hope to take my experi-
ences back home to better help 
the 67th Helicopter Squadron,” 
said Micka. “My next goal is be 
their squadron commander and 
overall serve in the Air Force 
for as long as possible. Being 
open-minded and embracing 
challenges helped me succeed. 
It hasn’t been an easy process, 
but it’s all definitely been worth 
it.”

Dream
From Page 8
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Hundreds make E-5
60th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs

The Air Force announced the selection of 300 senior airmen as-
signed to the 60th Air Mobility Wing, including inbound Airmen, for 
promotion to staff sergeant Aug. 24.

According to the Air Force Personnel Center, 44.31 percent of the 
32,006 promotion-eligible senior airmen were selected for staff ser-
geant. 

Below is a comprehensive list of staff sergeant selects from the 
60th Air Mobility Wing and 621st Contingency Response Wing.

60th Air Mobility Wing
Abaya, Jovie 

Abdeljawad, Hasan 
Aguilar, Julian
Alford, Tavin 

Algiene, Leroy 
Alvarado, James
Andrus, Katrina 

Anthony, Jefferson
Archer, Nigel 
Armour, Kyle 
Arn, Isaiah 

Avant, Jeremy 
Avery, Brandon 
Baccaro, Mark 
Bartczak, Taylor 
Bennett, Richard 
Besse, Kaitlyn 
Bieber, Zachary 
Billings, Ryan 

Bland, Brandon 
Blosser, Caleb 
Blue, Gregory 

Bogenreif, Brett 
Bomatay, Federick 

Boyd, Michael 
Bradley, Darius 

Brassard, Anthony 
Breeding, Deanna

Brown, Terry
Burrell, Jacob 

Burton, Melissa 
Caldaronello, Jacob

Callahan, Jared 
Campbell. David 
Carmack, Dustin 
Carrillo, Michelle

Carrillomontes, Oscar
Carter, Amber 
Castillo, Andres 
Cayago, Miguel 
Charland, Caleb 
Chase, Bradley 

Clifton, Benjamin 
Cline, Ryan 

Coker, Matthew 
Colgrove, Christopher

Connor, Gabriel 
Corbett, James 
Cordon, Robert 
Cornwell, Blayne

Costin, Jarrett 
Crawford, Devon 

Cruz, Nicole 
Curlett, Kevin 
Curran, Creed 

Day, Derek 
Deadwiley, Jeremy P
Dela Cruz, Deondre

Draves, Andrew 
Dutcher, Trey

Edgerly, Brandon 
Eriksson, Romar 

Escaleraolivencia, Francheska
Estell, Joshua 
Estep, Lane 

Estevez, Angel 
Evans, Joshua 

Famador, Audreyanne
Feldman, Lorretta 
Fennessey, Nancy 

Ferro, Anna 
Ferry, Jonathon 

Figueroa, Alexander
Finley, Taylor 

Flinchum, Jacob 
Folks, Ashlee 

Forrider, Nathaniel
Galibut, Nguyen 
Gallegos, Hank
Garcia, Christian 
Gardona, Lucas 
Gentry, Richard 
Getts, Richard 
Gillespie, Erica 
Giraud, Jake 

Goodrum, Cole 
Gracia, Khaila 
Green, Dylan 

Green, Elizabeth 
Greenlee, Donovan 

Griffith, Grant
Hahaj, Christopher

Hall, Sarah 
Halstead, Anthony 
Halverson, Ashley 
Hamilton, Destiny 
Hamilton, Trevor

Hanshaw, Gregory 
Harmon, Michelle
Harrison, Dannie 
Harvey, Nicholas 

Hedman, Andrew
Henry, Kelsi 

Hilliard, Matthew 
Hoffman, Derrick 

Holmes, Paul 
Horak, Raymond 
Hornback, Jason 

Horner, Sean 
Howington, Christopher

Hudecheck, Justin 
Hudson, Dominick 
Huffman, Timothy 
Hurless, Matthew 

Hurst, Micah 
Ibarra, Juan 

Ignacio, Kaelah 
Ingram, Adam 

Jackson, Thomas 
Jacobs, Darren 
Jarvis, Tarnicia 
Jeffries, Adam 

Johnson, Michael 
Joslyn, Cherielyn 
Justice, Jacquelyn

Kenley, Allyn 
Kerby, Jackson 

Kim, Daniel 
Kincadejackson, Chelsen

King, Adam 
King, Trisha 

Kinzer, Nicholas 
Kirschner, Dylan 

Koll, Jason 
Kunkleman, Casey
Landers, Diquan
Landis, Taylor 
Lawrence, Levi
Lawson, Cory 

Lechner, Cheyenne 
Lee, Matthew 

Legaspi, Richdel 
Lenormand, Lloyd 
Lewism Morrisa

Lock, Tyler 
Lopez, Michael 

Lopezortiz, Johemir
Loy, Dustin 

Ludy, Christopher 
Luzack, Rebecca 

Lynn, Michael 
Lyons, Matthew 

Manasco, Christopher
Mantle, Andrew 

Marcellus, Mikkah 
Matthew, Alexis 

McCollum, Charles 
McGee, Callie 
McVey, Conner 
Meacham, Alex 
Mendoza, Cody 
Miller, Andrew 

Miller, Mackenzie 
Minatee, Jahkilyah

Miotto, John 
Mitchell, Jarvis 

Mongeon, Bridgette
Moore, Alice 

Moore, Joshua 
Moore, Patrick 
Mulligan, Daniel 

Navarro, Andrewmiguel
New, Michael 
Nguyen, Toan 
Niggli, Tanner 
Nunley, Tyler 

Ortiz, Fernando 
Overbay, Alyssa 
Owens, Jeffery 
Perkins, Jeremy 
Perriraz, Brian 

Peterson, Michael 
Phillips, Stover 
Pincin, Cole 

Pinkney, Jacob 
Pinto, David 

Ploeger, Zachariah
Polanco, Vincent 

Poniatowski, Janet
Powers, Zachary

Punahele, Emeliana
Ramirezarenas, Ramo

Ramos, Carlyn 
Ray, April 

Reeves, Janisa 
Reeves, Nicholas 

Reside, Eric 
Ribeiro, Thomas 
Roberts, Sean 

Rodriguez, Gilbert
Rodriguez, Julio Jr
Rodriguez, Maray 
Rodulfo, Sarah 

Roman, Samantha
Ruff, Zachary 
Ruliva, Jon 

Russell, Brian 
Saetern, Adrian 

Saldana, Cameron 
Salmin, Omar 

Sanchez, Derrick 
Sanchez, Larry

Sandoval, Jazmin
Sautter, Robert 
Sayre, Jordan 

Schexnyder, Jon
Sheffy, Justin 
Shively, Beau 
Smith, David 

Smith, Jonathan 
Smith, Tysaiah 
Snow, Christina 

Spears, Christopher
Staten, Brett 

Stevens, Andrew 
Stevens, Carlie 
Stevens, David 

Surop, Martelangelo
Swit, Matthew 
Taylor, Matthew 
Tebo, Natalie 

Teegerstrom, Garret
Terry, Stephen 
Tessier, Joshua 
Thies, Andrew 

Thomassetmojica, Kiana
Torales, Luis 

Torres Cosme, Andre
Trujillo, Maranda 
Tulodieski, Eric

Vaillancourt, Bradley
Valencia, Luis 

Vanderway, Brian 
Varnes, Marissa 
Vega, Bernadita 

Velez Diaz, Gabriel
Velezchristian, Andrew

Vick, Zachary 
Vickers, Joseph

Villegas, Carmina 
Wagner, Zachary
Walker, James 
Walters, Orion 

Walton, Kristopher

Watson, Michael 
Weatherly, Kagan 
Wehunt, Dylan 
Williams, Byle 

Williams, Robert
Williams, Taylor
Wingard, Ciegi 

Wittman, Logan 
Woolston, Emily 
Wright, Rachael 

Yang, Lee
Yodico, Edrick 
York, Dylan 

Young, Aaron 
Young, Charles

621st Contingency 
Repsonse Wing

Blumnenstock, Andrew
Braun, Jeremy
Brown, Zachary

Chamberlain, Victor
Champion, Tyler

Clemons, Nathaniel
Daniles, Kyle
Davis, Zevon

Gomez-Santana, Luis
Hall, Jacqueline

Kagenski, Dominic
Keiffer, Keith
Lane, Jeffrey

Martin, Joshua
McCarthy, Ryan

Mongeon, William
Monfiero, Victoria
Nibert, Chelsea
Nippert, Kyle

Pereira, Leighann
Perry, Jared

Player, Austin
Robinson, Andrew

Rozelle-Murphy, Austin
Ryals, Joshua

Smith, Christopher
Sorber, Johnathan
Thomas, Terrance

Venneberg, Josefina
Wachob, Anthony

Weatherly, Brandon

Travis Air Force Base, Calif., congratulated 
300 newly selected staff sergeants at a 

celebration Aug. 24 at Hangar 837.
Col. John Klein, 60th Air Mobility Wing 

commander, Chief Master Sgt. Steve 
Nichols, 60th AMW command chief, and 
Chief Master Sgt. Michael Thomas, 60th 
Operations Group superintendent, were 

on hand for the festivities, along with 
family, friends and fellow colleagues.



• RE Classes: 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, 
RE Wing.

First Street Chapel
• Mom’s Group: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday 

and Friday.
DGMC Chapel

• Roman Catholic Mass: Noon to 12:35 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, except for federal 
holidays.

The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-day Saints

• Sacrament Services: 9 and 11 a.m. 
Sunday at Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints Fairfield Stake Center, 2700 Camrose Ave., 
Fairfield. 

DGMC Chapel
• Latter-day Saints Service: 4 p.m. to 4:30 

p.m. Sunday at DGMC Medical Center Chapel.
• For all other enquires, call LDS Military 

relations representatives at 707-535-6979
Protestant

First Street Chapel
• Protestant Community Service: 9:30 to 

10:30 a.m. Sunday.
• Gospel Worship Service: 11:30 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Ministry is provided for 

6-month-olds through fifth grade.
• Protestant Men of the Chapel: 8 to 9 a.m., 

first Saturday of every month.
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Protestant Women of the Chapel: 9:30 to 
11 a.m. Tuesday.

DGMC Medical Center Chapel
• Protestant Traditional Service: 10 a.m. to 

11 a.m. Sunday.
Airmen’s Ministry Center

• The Peak is open from 6 to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at Bldg 1348. Home-cooked meal 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday’s followed at 7 p.m. by Bible 
study.

u u u
For more information about chapel programs, 

call Twin Peaks Chapel at 707-424-3217.

Recurring
Air Force Office of Special Investiga-

tions. To report a crime, get a foreign travel 
brief or request information on joining AFOSI, 
report to Bldg. 380B, second floor. Send 
correspondence to AFOSI Detachment 303, 
510 Airlift CR, Travis AFB, 94535. For more 
information, call 707-424-3115 or DSN: 
837-3115.

Air Force Sergeants Association 
“Walter E. Scott” Chapter 1320. General 
membership meetings are at 3 p.m. on the sec-
ond Friday of every month at Wingman’s in the 
Delta Breeze Club. For more information, 
contact Senior Master Sgt. Angell Nichols or 
Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Linden de Romero.

Airmen’s Attic. The Airmen’s Attic is open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday 
and 4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday. 560 Hickam Ave. 
For more information, call 707-424-8740 or 
visit the Facebook page “The Attic at Travis 
AFB.”

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support 
Group. Meetings take place from 1 to 2:30 
p.m. the third Thursday of the month in the 
diabetic education classroom on the first floor 
in Internal Medicine at David Grant USAF 
Medical Center. For more information, call 
707-423-7227.

Base emergency numbers. Mobile 
phone users must dial 707-424-4911 if they 
have an emergency on base. Those using 
government or home phones can call 911. For 
more information, call the Travis Air Force Base 
Fire Prevention Office at 707-424-3683.

Crisis text line. Free, confidential, 24/7 
counseling for teens and young adults. Text 
741-741 anywhere in the United States and a 
live, trained crisis counselor responds quickly.

Employee-Vehicle Certification and 
Reporting System. Civilian and military 
personnel must maintain emissions 
information with the Web-based ECARS 
system. For more information, call Xuyen Lieu 
at 707-424-5103.

Exceptional Family Member Program 
Sensory Play Group. This group meets from 
2 to 4 p.m. the second and fourth Wednesdays 
at the Balfour Beatty Community Center. For 
more information, call 707-424-4342 or visit 
the Facebook page “EFMP Travis AFB.”

Fairfield/Vacaville Train Station 
Project. Located at Peabody Road and 
Vanden Road in Fairfield with a six-lane 
overpass. Construction is scheduled for 
completion in October. For more information, 
visit http://bit.ly/1yNIBwV.

Family Advocacy Parent/Child 
playgroups. Toddlers to the Max Playgroup for 
children ages 1 to 3 meets from 9:30 to 11 
a.m. Wednesdays at the First Street Chapel 
Annex. The Rattles to Raspberries Playgroup for 
infants 8 weeks to 1 year meets 9:30 to 11 
a.m. Thursdays at the First Street Chapel 
Annex. For more information, call 707-423-
5168. 

Family and Friends Combat Stress 
Peer Support Group. Meets from noon to 1 
p.m. the first Tuesday of every month at the 
Balfour Beatty Community Center and from 1-2 
p.m. the third Thursday of each month at The 
Peak. For more information, contact Amber 
Quirate and Jessica Soto at 501-231-7756 or 
email travsopcombatptsd@gmail.com.

Government no-fee passports. All 
submissions of applications for government 
no-fee passports must now include: 1) A 
photocopy of Military Identification Card front 
and back; 2) Passport photo taken in the past 
six months; 3) Supporting document(s), proof 
of U.S. citizenship certified copy with state or 
county seal, if it involved a name change 
submit a court order or marriage certificate. 
Passport application cannot be handwritten 
and printed back to back and must be 
completed online with 2D barcode at website 
https://pptform.state.gov and/or https://
travel.state.gov. For more information, call 
707-424-5324.

Hometown News Releases. To submit a 
Hometown News Release, visit https://jhns.
release.dma.mil/public and fill out the 
information.

LGBT Alliance. General membership 
meetings take place at 6 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of every month at the Airman and 
Family Readiness Center. For more information, 
email lgbtalliance707@gmail.com or call 
707-424-2486.

Mare Island Museum. Now a Blue Star 
Museum, which means active-duty military, 
reservists and their family members are eligible 
for free admission from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day. 1100 Railroad Ave. on Mare Island in 
Vallejo. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. For more 
information, call 707-557-4646.

M-50 Gas Mask Fit Testing. Takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Wednesday at Bldg. 
791. All deployers are fit as necessary. For 
more information, call 707-424-2689.

Mitchell Memorial Library. Open 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
closed Sunday.

Montezuma Shrine Club. Meets every 
third Thursday of the month at the Masonic 
Center, 412 Travis Blvd., Fairfield. For more 
information, call Mike Michaelis at 707-427-
2573 or Cal Gitsham at 707-425-0060.

Motorcycle licensing and training. 
California Rider Education offers the 
Motorcyclists Training Course, Basic Riders 
Course 2 and the Military Sportsbike Riders 
Course on base. MTC classes take place most 
weekends. Motorcycles and helmets provided. 
Successful completion gives students a DL389 
that waives the skills test at DMV. Course cost 
covered for active duty, reserves, some DOD 
and NAF folks. Family members welcome, but 
must cover own costs. All registrations done via 
phone at 1-800-966-3844.

On-base child care. The Air Force 
requires on-base residents to be licensed by the 
60th Mission Support Group if they provide 
more than 10 hours of care per week in their 
homes. For more information, call 707-424-
8104 or 707-424-4596 or stop by Bldg. 380B.

News notes
Events and information

Notice to creditors. Anyone with a claim for 
or against Airman 1st Class Patricia Roy’s estate 
may contact the summary court officer, 2nd Lt. 
Suzanna Palmer, 60th Aerial Port Squadron cargo 
operations officer, at suzanna.palmer.1@us.af.mil 
or 707-424-5260

Back to School Outdoor Sale. 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Sept. 27-30 at the Travis Commissary. Enjoy 
up to 50 percent off regular retail price on a variety 
of products The sale will take place on the side 
parking lot of the store.

Air Force birthday
Join Team Travis for a week full of events as 

we honor those before us, celebrate 70 years of 
airpower and look forward to the next 70 years.

Events are free and open to all personnel with 
base access unless otherwise noted. Registration 
is required for the Night at the Museum Air Force 
Gala and Superhero Half Marathon and ticket 
purchase is required for the Air Force Gala.

Event schedule is as follows:
 9/11 Remembrance Day, Children’s 

Freedom Walk. 9 a.m. Sept. 11 at Airman and 
Family Readiness Center lawn, Bldg. 660. 
Children’s walk with local elementary school 
students; playing of taps at 9/11 aircraft crash 
times.

Night at the Museum. 4-7 p.m. Sept. 12 at 
the Travis AFB Heritage Center. Social focusing on 
heritage and history; Heritage Center aircraft open 
for display; panel of veterans throughout the 
decades; local beer and wine tasting. RSVP at 
http://bit.ly/2uJOBNa.

Air Force Movie Marathon. Midnight to 
noon Sept. 13 at the Base Theater and passenger 
terminal, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. at David Grant USAF 
Medical Center and Bldg. 381 auditoriums. Air 
Force-themed movies played nonstop at various 
locations to showcase 70 years of airpower.

POW/MIA 24-hour Vigil Run. 1:30 
p.m. Sept 14 to 1:30 p.m. Sept. 15 at Travis AFB 
track. Vigil run to honor and reflect on prisoners of 
war and those missing in action.

POW/MIA Luncheon. 11:30 a.m. Sept. 15 
at the Maintenance Group atrium. Luncheon in 
conjunction with National POW/MIA Recognition 
Day. By invite only.

POW/MIA Recognition Ceremony. 1:30 
p.m. Sept. 15 at Bldg. 51 flag pole. Ceremony in 
conjunction with National POW/MIA Recognition 
Day.

 AF Gala. 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Sept. 15 at the 
Delta Breeze Club. Formal event to celebrate and 
honor the Air Force’s birthday with hors d’oeuvres, 
live music, dancing and door prizes. RSVP at 
TravisAirForceGala.com.

Superhero Half Marathon. 9 a.m. Sept. 16 
at the Travis Fitness Center. Running events for the 
whole family, including half marathon, 5K, 1-mile 
fun run and doggy dash. To register, call 
707-424-2008.

California Capital Air Show. Sept. 9-10 at 
Mather Airport in Mather, California. Tickets for 
base personnel will be available for purchase at 
Outdoor Recreation and the BX Mini Mall. For 

more information on the air show, visit 
californiacapitalairshow.com. For more 
information, visit the event’s Facebook page at 
http://bit.ly/2xe315B.

60th FSS
Events and information

Free Mayweather vs. McGregor fight 
viewing. Doors 4 p.m., fight 7 p.m. Aug. 26 at 
Wingman’s. Club members receive free entry into 
the event and nonmembers pay $10 at the door. For 
details, call 707-437-3711. 

Bike & Brew Experience. On Sept. 23, jump 
on a giant, pedal-powered cycle that transports you 
from pub to pub. This trip is for those 21 years of age 
and older. For $50, transportation to and from the 
bike stop is included and certain restrictions apply. 
To register or for more information, call Outdoor 
Recreation at 707-424-0969.

Free Training & Licensing at FCC. For those 
interested in becoming a certified Travis Child Care 
Provider, Family Child Care offers free training and 
licensing. Registration is available at FCC for their 
classes scheduled from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Sept. 
18-21. For more information, call 707-424-4596.

Volunteer coaches. To volunteer, call 

707-424-5392 or pickup your volunteer packet at the 
Youth Center.

u u u
For more information on FSS, visit http://www.

travisfss.com.

Chapel programs
Recurring events

Catholic
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Roman Catholic Mass: 9 a.m. and noon 
Sunday.

• Children’s Church: 10:15 a.m. Sunday.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday or upon appointment.
• Infant Baptism Prep Class: Two classes. 

Registration Required. 6 to 7 p.m., offered quarterly.
• Youth Choir: 1 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Choir: 2 p.m. Sunday.
• Adult Choir: 4 p.m. Sunday.
• Women’s Bible Study: 10 a.m. (at First Street 

Chapel).
• Catholic Women of the Chapel: 6 p.m. first 

Monday of every month, Annex.
• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 6 to 7:30 

p.m. Wednesday, Annex.
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Airmen complete FtAC

U.S. Air Force photo

Congratulations  to  the  latest  Airmen  to  complete  the  First-Term  Airman  Center 
course. Alphabetically: Airman 1st Class Ralph Beachum, 60th Communications 
Squadron; Airman 1st Class Adrian Beaty, 60th Civil Engineer Squadron; Airman 
Taylor Boone, 60th Inpatient Squadron; Airman 1st Class Maryssa Boyd, 60th Med-
ical  Operations  Squadron;  Airman  1st  Class  Jason  Brown,  60th  Maintenance 
Squadron; Airman 1st Class Brian Cairns, 60th IPTS; Airman Samuel Castaneda, 
60th MXS; Airman 1st Class Matthew Chrisman, 60th MXS; Airman 1st Class Cag-
das Donmezer, U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West; Airman Stephanie Garcia, 
60th MXS; Airman 1st Class Levi Gordon, 60th MXS; Airman 1st Class Katelyn Han-
cock, 60th OSS; Airman 1st Class Douglas Hock, 60th MXS; Airman 1st Class 
Lance Holley, 60th MXS; Airman 1st Class Alexander Huff, 60th MXS; Airman 1st 
Class Michelle Longoria-Fisher, 60th Diagnostics and Therapeutics Squadron; Air-
man 1st Class Dustin Lopatic, 921st Contingency Response Squadron; Airman 1st 
Class Nick McEssey, 660th AMXS; Airman 1st Class John Phoebus, 660th AMXS; 
Airman 1st Class Paul Ratliff, 860th AMXS; Airman 1st Class Karina Santiago Blan-
co,  60th Medical  Support  Squadron;  Airman 1st Class Nathan Schwab,  860th 
AMXS; Airman Nino Shengelina, 60th Logistics Readiness Squadron; Airman 1st 
Class Matthew Suite, 660th AMXS; Airman 1st Class Yun Yun Tan, 60th Dental 
Squadron; Airman 1st Class Xavier Villarreal, 860th AMXS; Airman 1st Class Kaitlyn 
Wagner, 60th LRS; Airman 1st Class Keymani Washington, 60th LRS; Airman 1st 
Class Damoni Williams, 60th MXS; and Airman 1st Class Erick Zabalza, 60th LRS.

“News Notes” briefs must be submitted to 60AmwPA@us.Af.mil seveN dAys before the eveNt dAte. CAll the 60th Air mobility wiNg PubliC AffAirs offiCe iNterNAl iNfo seCtioN At 424-2011 for more iNformAtioN.

in the next week . . .

fr
i Back-to-School Aerobathon. 

9 a.m. to noon Aug. 25, join the 
Fitness Center for a Back-to-
School Aerobathon. For more 
information, call 707-424-2008.

Mason Jar Banks. Aug. 25 at Arts & 
Crafts. 424-2929.

Karaoke. Aug. 25 at Wingman’s. 
437-3227.

sa
t Mountain biking trip. On Aug. 

26, explore California’s best 
mountain trail with Outdoor 
Recreation. For $35, all levels 
can participate on this exciting 
trip. Transportation, guides and 
bicycles are included. For more 

information, call 707-424-0969.

Stand Up Paddle Board. Aug. 26 at 
Outdoor Recreation. 707-424-0969.

Mountain Biking. Aug. 26 at Outdoor 
Recreation. 707-424-0969.

UFC Fight Night. Aug. 26 at 
Wingman’s. 707-437-3227.

su
n Whitewater Rafting. Aug. 27 

at Outdoor Recreation. 
707-424-0969.

Wine Tour. Aug. 27 at Outdoor 
Recreation. 707-424-0969.

m
on

Pre-K Storytime. Aug. 28 at 
Mitchell Memorial Library. 
707-424-3279.

tu
e Baby Bounce. Aug. 29 at Mitch-

ell Memorial Library. 707-424-
3279.

Steak Night. Aug. 29 at Delta 
Breeze Club. 707-437-3711.

w
ed

Wing Wednesdays. Aug. 30 at 
Wingman’s. 437-3227.

th
u Switch, Spin & Win. The 60th 

Force Support Squadron is 
offering two lucky club members 
the chance to win free fuel for a 
year and other prizes. Next 
winner will be chosen Aug. 31. 
Upgrade your existing 

membership or become a new member 
online at MyAirForceLife.com or visit the 
Delta Breeze Club from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday. For more 
information, visit TravisFSS.com/DBC.

Here are the showtimes for this weekend’s 
movies at the Base Theater:

Today
• 6:30 p.m. “Valerian and the City    
  of a Thousand Planets” (PG-13)
• 9 p.m. “Atomic Blonde” (R)

Saturday
• 6:30 p.m. “Dunkirk” (PG-13)
• 9 p.m. “The House” (R)

Sunday
• 2 p.m. “Emoji Movie” (PG)

Retiree Corner
Resources available  
to cope with PTSD

imagine you are in a life-
threatening situation. you 
have seconds to decide how 
to protect yourself. how 
you react to this situation 
is your intuitive “fight or 
flight” response.

Although the fight or 
flight response is “normal”, 
service members and com-
bat veterans with posttrau-
matic stress disorder may 
have an elevated fight or 
flight response.

learn more by visiting 
one of the websites below:

• learn the basics:  
Ptsd 101 provides an over-
view of what Ptsd is and 

available treatment options 
at http://bit.ly/2g6K68r.

• take a deep breath: 
the National Center for 
telehealth & technolo-
gy breathe2relax app can 
help you learn basic breath-
ing skills to help reduce 
Ptsd symptoms at http://
bit.ly/1duNy0C.

• manage symptoms: 
Ptsd Coach is a mobile app 
that helps with coping skills 
while working with a health 
care provider at http://bit.
ly/2rzhhdm.

• Ask for help: the dCoe 
outreach Center is avail-
able 24/7 to help service 
members and their families 
at http://bit.ly/2w5yJso.

– Health.mil
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STR8TS
No. 348 Medium

6 8 7 1 2 4 3
7 9 6 8 1 3 4 2

6 9 7 5 8 2 1
9 5 8 3 4 6 7
8 7 1 2 3 6 5 4

1 2 3 4 6 5
4 3 2 5 7 8
3 2 4 6 5 9 7 8

4 5 6 7 8 9

9

1

6

2
How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Tough

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

5 2 1 4
1 3

4 5
3 4 6
2 9 6 8 4

4 1 5
1 8

7 2
3 9 5 7
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6 2 8 5 7 3 9 1 4
3 4 9 8 1 6 2 5 7
5 1 7 9 2 4 3 8 6
8 3 2 7 5 9 6 4 1
4 9 6 1 3 8 7 2 5
7 5 1 6 4 2 8 9 3
1 6 5 2 8 7 4 3 9
9 8 4 3 6 1 5 7 2
2 7 3 4 9 5 1 6 8

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 348 Medium Previous solution - Easy

puzzles
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For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or email: pperry@dailyrepublic.net

ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF CHRIST LATTER DAY SAINTS

LUTHERAN

BAPTIST EPISCOPAL
Worship  

With Us…
St. Paul 

Baptist Church

2500 N Texas Street, Suite H
Fairfield, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Web Site: www.stpaulfairfield.com
Email: stpaulbcfairfield@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

CATHOLIC

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service
Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

CHURCH of CHRIST 
Meets at Rockville Cemetery

 Stone Chapel
4221 Suisun Valley Rd, Fairfield

9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
5:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Bible Study
We welcome and encourage you to come and 
hear the good news of the gospel of Christ, 
and to learn about eternal salvation for all 

mankind that is offered through Jesus.
“And there is salvation in no one 

else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men 
by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12
Bring a heart and mind willing to hear 
God’s Word and to do His great will...
For more information or directions, 

please visit our website at  
www.rockvillecofc.com

HOLY FAMILY
OLD CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
(Old Catholic Diocese of Napa)

Meeting at: 1600 Union 
Ave.Fairfield, CA 94533

Mass and Worship every Saturday at 5:00pm
• Fr. Robert T. Fuentes, Pastor
• Deacon Louis Souza-Fuentes, Associate Pastor

CHURCH:
House of God, House of All

COME! Whether you are a Christian or not. 
Whether you are married or divorced. Whether 
you are gay or straight. Whether you are from 

this community or passing though.  Whether you 
are filled with joy or with sadness.

ENTER with all confidence for this is your house 
as well as the House of God.

Open Communion - No one is turned away 
from the Altar

For more information call
the Church Office at 425-1748
www.holyfamilyfairfield.org

www.toccusa.org
The Old Catholic Church. Province of the United States Ancient 

Faith, Welcoming and Inclusive Church, Serving the Modern World

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

1 Church in 2 Locations
A multi-ethnic ministry

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr., Senior Pastor

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Noon Teaching, 12 p.m.

Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
ORDINANCES

Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 12:00 p.m.

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Night Teaching 7:00 p.m.

AWANA Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship 7:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:45 a.m.

Children’s Church 11:45 a.m.
Youth & Collegiate Church 11:45 a.m.

1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays
Nursery provided at 11:45 a.m.

ORDINANCES
Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.

All are welcome.
Please call the Church Office for 

 bookstore & library hours.
(707) 425-1849

Website: www.mcbcfs.org

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1st & Kentucky Streets, Fairfield
(just off W. Texas St.)

425-4481

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services
For additional information, contact 

the office at 425-4481
Welcome home to an Open, Caring, 

Christian Community

For More 
Information

 On Our 
Worship

Directory,
Contact

Daily Republic
Classifieds

at 
(707) 427-6973

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
MINISTRIES

621 South Orchard Ave.
Vacaville, CA  95688

(707) 451-6675

bethanychurch@pacbell.net

Worship Services:
Sunday: 8:30am & 11:15am with Bible 
Studies and Sunday School for all ages 
at 10:00am
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month @ 621 S. Orchard Ave., VV

Pastor Gregory Stringer
Bethany Lutheran Preschool

451-6678
bethanypreschool@pacbell.net

www.gobethany .com

Bethany Lutheran School
1011 Ulatis Drive

Vacaville, CA 95687
451-6683 ph • 359-2230 Fax

bethanyschool@pacbell.net
www.gobethany.com

itsallaboutfamilies.org
301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville

707.448.5848
SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

First Baptist Church  
of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church

Senior Pastor Wyatt Duncan
Sunday Services: 8am and 11am

Nursery available during  
the 11am service

Sunday School for all ages  
at 9:30am

Awana on Wednesdays at 6pm
1127 Davis Street, Vacaville

707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Cooperates with The Southern  
Baptist Convention

Sunday Schedule:
Worship Service .............................................8:00 am
Bible Study ........................................................9:00 am
Worship Service .......................................... 10:30 am
Evening Prayer & Praise ............................ 6:00 pm
Wednesday Schedule:
Dinner (Sept.-May) ....................................... 4:45 pm
AWANA (Sept.-May), Youth ..................... 6:00 pm
Adult Choir ...................................................... 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study ........................................ 10:00 am 
......................................1:30 pm, 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm

Greg Davidson, Senior Pastor
707-448-5430

401 W. Monte Vista Ave., Vacaville
(Located 2 blocks west of Vaca High)

www.tbcvacaville.com
A home for Military families since 1960

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

Fairfield Stake Center
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services 
Sunday 0900 and 1100

Base Sacrament Services 

DGMC Chapel 
(1st Floor North entrance) 

Sunday 1600-1630

Inquiries: Call LDS  
Military Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

PRESBYTERIAN

UNITY

UNITED METHODIST

We are a Bible-centered Church which 
strives to exalt our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through the proclamation of God’s 
word, the preparation of the saints,  

and the propagation of missions.
Senior Pastor Rich Manrique

Sunday Services:
10:00 am Worship

Tuesday:
6:30-8:30 pm AWANA
6:30-8:30 pm Ladies Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Jr./Sr. High Bible Study

Wednesday:
7:00-8:30 pm Adult Home  Bible Study

Thursday:
6:00-8:00 pm Homeless  ministry in
 conjunction with Mission
 Solano Rescue Mission

12:00 Adult Bible Study 
 w/Pastor Rich

ROCKVILLE 
BIBLE

720 Link Road, Fairfield, CA 94534
707-864-6602

Churchoffice@RockvilleBible.org

Vacaville 
Church of Christ
401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085
Minister: Garrett Sander

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790

www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School -  

9 AM & 10:45 AM
Check our website for more information  

on other ministries offered

www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Ages 2 - 5

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfairfieldca.org
Website:  cumcfairfieldca.org

Pastor Ron Swisher
Worship Service 10:30 A.M.
Sunday School for Children  
during the Worship Service

Communion is held the  
1st Sunday of every month

Adult and Bell Choirs
Adult Bible and Book Studies

United Methodist Women
Sunday Morning Bible Studies at 9:00 A.M.

CUMC SCHOOL
Providing Excellence 
Since 1984

707-425-9310

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

ROCKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
FELLOWSHIP

“Where the Word of God Comes First”
JOIN US THIS SUNDAY.

Sunday Services
   Traditional with Choir 9:00 a.m. 
   Praise Service with Band 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School for children at both services
Youth Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

Adult Christian Education (ACE) 10:20 a.m.
Nursery care is available during both Worship Services

Rev. Dr. Larry Vilardo
Pastor Joanne Martindale, Youth & Family Pastor

Youth Group meets every Wed. at 6:30pm

The Lord’s Supper is Celebrated 
Every Week.

4177A Suisun Valley Rd.
(1/2 mile north of Solano College)

For more information, please call us at 

863-0581 
or visit us on the web at

www.rockvillepresbyterian.org

For More  
Information  

On Our  
Worship Directory,  

Contact  
Daily Republic  

Classifieds  
at (707) 427-6973

Celebrating our oneness, honoring our diversity

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Coffee with God
10:00 am Contemporary Celebration  

with Youth Education

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm Non-Denominational  

Meditation Time
7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer

Come Home to Unity
It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

Affiliated with publisher of Daily Word©

CeCelelllll bbbbebrebr titititiatiatingng ourour ononeneenessss hhhhhohonornoriiiiinging ouou ddddr dr diiiiiveiversirsisitt

core of the organization and be-
gan initial operating capabil-
ity Aug. 21. The A11 will be a 
strong and vocal advocate for 
space capabilities inside the 
Air Force and with our nation-
al security, commercial, and in-
ternational partners.

“The A11 will be key to 
ensuring we link combat-
ant commander and service 
space requirements with our 

capabilities,” said Air Force 
Chief of Staff Gen. David L. 
Goldfein, the joint chief most 
responsible for military space 
forces. “We must ensure our 
space forces have the tools nec-
essary to operate in any envi-
ronment, defend our systems, 
and provide our joint force with 
vital space capabilities to re-
main the most responsive, agile 
and lethal on the planet.”

This is one of several key 
initiatives the Air Force is pur-
suing to adapt its operations, 
processes and organizational 

structure to reflect the reali-
ty that space is a warfighting 
domain. To outpace emerging 
threats, the Air Force is also 
instituting a new space warf-
ighting concept of operations, 
changing its space force train-
ing model, streamlining its ac-
quisition processes, and de-
signing more resilient and 
survivable space systems.

Principal defense space  
advisor role continues,  

supported by joint personnel
At the Defense Department 

level, the secretary of the Air 
Force will continue to serve as 
the principal space advisor to 
the secretary of Defense over 
the next year, giving the Air 
Force and DOD leadership time 
to revalidate the current ap-
proach. As the principal advi-
sor, Wilson has responsibilities 
to guide and advocate for space-
related programs across all ser-
vices and defense agencies. A 
staff comprised of joint person-
nel, to include Army and Navy 
representatives, will support 
her in this role and assist her in 

addressing each services’ space 
operations, acquisitions and 
space-related equities.

“While we are integrating 
and normalizing space on the 
Air Staff, we are also strength-
ening the integrated service 
staff supporting the principal 
DOD space advisor role so that 
major issues are addressed, 
operations and acquisition is 
streamlined and every ser-
vice is heard when it comes to 
space,” said Wilson in a June 
16, 2017 press release regard-
ing her PDSA role.

Leaders
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We Accept

TRICARE / TRICARE For Life
Who can be seen at our Eye Clinic?

-All Military Spouses and their Dependents with Tricare Prime,
All Retirees with Tricare Prime,

All Retirees and their Spouses with Tricare for Life / Medicare,
and All members needing Contact Lenses Prescriptions

Family Eye Doctors near Travis AFB
ATTENTION: ALL MILITARY SPOUSES
& DEPENDENTS AND ALL RETIREES,

SPOUSES & DEPENDENTS
WHY WAIT WEEKS FOR AN EYE EXAM?

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway,
in the Raley’s Plaza

on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

80

Air Base Pkwy

Dickson Hill Road

N
. T

ex
as

Dr. Larry Huey • Dr. Don Hsiao
Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

2295 Streblow Drive,  Napa CA • (707) 255-4333
www.playnapa.com

Senior & Act ive Mi l i tary 
Savings

Mon - Wed Anytime: $29
Green Fee & Cart Fee included

Players Card Members Only: $24

Everyday after 12pm: $19
Green Fee & Cart Fee included

Afternoon 
Savings

Must present coupon to receive offer. Not valid with leagues, outings or special events. Expires 8/31/17.   TW

This went on for some time 
until a new rater was assigned 
to me. Staff Sgt. Singleton intro-
duced himself and immediately 

sat down with me for a long over-
due feedback session. A few min-
utes into the session he asked me 
if I was proud of the work I was 
doing and if I even knew what 
the heck those widgets I cranked 
out on a daily basis were used for. 
At first I was a bit apprehensive, 
thinking this was some kind of 

trick, but then acquiesced to his 
line of questioning by simply re-
plying, “No, I don’t.” He enthu-
siastically grinned and told me 
I should take great pride in the 
work I do every day because not 
only does my squadron’s mis-
sion depend on my duties, but 
there are Soldiers, Sailors, and 

Airmen overseas supporting the 
Gulf War that depend on the op-
eration and reliability of the wid-
gets I repair. If this equipment 
failed, critical communications 
could falter and lives may be 
jeopardized. He went on to state 
that there are very few people in 
this world that work in a profes-
sion with an “unlimited liabili-
ty clause,” an ethos that says you 
are willing to give your life in 
service to your country. It doesn’t 
matter if you work in this depot 
cranking out widgets or fly an 
F-16 over Iraq, your overarch-
ing mission is inextricably inter-
twined and every Airman plays 
an important role. Singleton de-
manded I no longer think of the 
work I did as merely a job, but 
rather a profession that requires 
continual commitment to train-
ing, professional development, 
and readiness if and when, I was 
called into harm’s way.

As I reflect back on that feed-
back session with my supervi-
sor, I can honestly say that sin-
gle interaction resonated with me 
throughout my entire Air Force 
career and shaped me into the 
proud servant leader I am today. 
I challenge all supervisors, rat-
ers and mentors out there to take 
the time to sit down with those 
under your charge and fully im-
merse them in what their pro-
fession really means to the Air 
Force. I have talked to many ju-
nior enlisted, noncommissioned 
officers and senior noncommis-
sioned officers throughout my 

tenure in the Air Force and have 
found if you can get them genu-
inely invested in what they do, 
pride in ownership goes a long 
way toward mission success. 
Pride in your profession begets 
attention to detail and the de-
sire to continually strive to per-
fect your craft. Instilling pride in 
our members also encourages a 
healthy spirit of competition and 
process improvement. Introduce 
them to, or re-acquaint them with 
the Profession of Arms and im-
press upon them that they no lon-
ger have just a job. They are now 
part of a unique profession where 
less than 1 percent of the civil-
ian population serves, but they 
are responsible for the life, liber-
ty and freedom of over 318 mil-
lion people.

We all join the military for our 
own unique reasons and it mat-
ters not whether your premise 
was selfish or selfless. The fact 
that you joined sets you apart, 
and you are now obliged to serve 
a higher calling. I was blessed 
early in my career to have a su-
pervisor eager and willing to 
share his perspectives and wis-
dom. And now, as I reflect, the 
last 27 years of service and the 
reasons I kept raising my right 
hand and proudly reciting the 
oath boiled down to one five-min-
ute conversation years ago. Cur-
rent and future leaders, I’ll leave 
you with this short phrase: “Nev-
er underestimate the power of in-
stilling pride and professionalism 
in your Airmen.”

Shaffer
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Napa Valley Plastic Surgery has been 

providing exceptional board-certified  

plastic and reconstructive surgery to  

Northern California patients since 1984.

NAPA VALLEY
PLASTIC SURGERY

ABMS Maintenance of Certification™
American Board of Plastic Surgery

Certification Matters

come with her job stateside are 
very similar to what an analyst 
would be doing when deployed, 
or so she thought.

Fuentes said she had only 
been in the Air Force two years 
when she was tasked to de-
ploy to Incirlik Air Base, Tur-
key. Then two months into her 
deployment, on July 15, 2016, a 
coup took place.

Fuentes was tasked as the 
lead analyst for the first 48 
hours of what would turn into 
an 8-day airfield closure.

“My experience (at AMC) 
prepared me for the mission,” 
she said. “Deploying from head-
quarters (AMC) I knew who 
I needed to contact. When the 
coup happened, it was impor-
tant we gave our analysts in the 
states a daily status update on 
what was happening. We ended 
up having to divert aircraft, but 
if we had not been there to de-
liver information, it could have 
had a different outcome.”

During the short time Fuent-
es was lead analyst, she crafted 
23 time-sensitive intelligence 
reports and provided the pre-
mission brief to the first C-17 
departure, initiating the safe 
evacuation of more than 700 
military family members.

Continued leadership
When the coup was over 

she continued to lead her team 
through 30 days of increased 
force protection conditions. Her 
team provided 28 intelligence 
briefings, ensuring wing and 
subordinate squadrons were 
prepared for potential threats.

“In my short three years of 
being in the Air Force, this was 
the first time I got to witness a 
unit coming together during a 
crisis situation,” she said. “In 
headquarters we are support-
ing units from the outside in. 
When you deploy you are work-
ing from the inside out. The de-
ployment provided a lot of per-
spective about how intelligence 
can impact the mission and how 
much AMC means downrange.”

Fuentes worked with Army 
and Marine Corps intelligence 
specialists during her deploy-
ment to discuss what Air Force 
resources were available and 
vice versa. She said not only 
did she gain insight on her joint 
partners’ processes, the expe-
rience motivated her to pursue 
a new degree path -- computer 
networking and cyber security.

“When I entered the intelli-
gence career field, I recognized 
the need and potential for cyber 
communications experts,” said 
Fuentes, a native of Albuquer-
que, New Mexico. “I love that 
this area is so new. In the future 
I want to work in the same ca-
reer field but in a position that 
molds intelligence and cyber 
together because I love my job 
and supporting my team.

“It is nice when you have 
people who are supporting you. 
I wouldn’t be where I am with-
out them. It’s all about the peo-
ple you work with that make the 
job worthwhile. If you love your 
job, that’s a bonus.”

Fuentes is one of the Air 
Force’s 12 Outstanding Airmen 
of the Year. She will represent 
AMC at the Air Force Associa-
tion convention in Washington 
in September.

Intel
From Page 7
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1411 Oliver Road. Ste. 180
Fair�eld

JUDY GRESS
REALTOR®

DRE #01321725
(707) 330-5757

�  Full Time REALTOR®
�  Local resident for over 30 years
�  Specializing in Solano County residential
�  Certi�ed Distressed Property Expert 
�  International exposure for listings
�  REALTOR® since 2000

Judy_Gress@yahoo.com

Mon.-Fri., 7:30AM-5:30PM
Sat., 7:30AM-4:00PM

1245 Illinois St., Fairfield, CA

Present This Ad for  10% Discount off any Repair or Service!

We service all makes and models of RV motorhome, 5th Wheel and Trailer Chassis, 
brakes, lights, engine, HVAC, transmission, steering, axles, bearings, suspension, tires 
etc. We also repair and service all trucks from a pick up truck to a Class 8 Big Rig.

Our team of Technician’s have over 150 years combined repair and diagnostic 
experience. We treat your vehicle like it is ours. There is no job too big or small, we 
invite them all. 

Give us a call to schedule an appointment or just stop by we always have coffee  
brewed and popcorn popped. We look forward to meeting you and providing you  
with excellent customer service.

P Thi Ad f 10% Di

(707) 427-1386

PAZDEL CHIROPRACTIC, INC.

www.PazdelChiropractic.com Se Habla Español

258 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City 
429-4861

58 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun Ci
429-4861

Shoulder Pain?

Wright said.
“My best childhood friend, 

who was a few years older than 
me, played an instrument in el-
ementary school and I wanted 
to be in band with him,” Wright 
said. “It wasn’t until high school 
that I became more serious 
about it, and realized that it was 
what I wanted to do with my 
life.”

Wright had the opportuni-
ty to attend a high school that 
emphasized the arts. As a teen-
ager, he also studied privately 
with a trombonist in the Pitts-
burgh Symphony who he looked 
up to. Wright’s parents of-
ten took him to see live perfor-
mances given by military mu-
sical groups, which had a great 
impact on him.

Wright continued on his path 
of education obtaining a bach-
elor’s degree in trombone per-
formance from the Cleveland 
Institute of Music, Cleveland, 
Ohio and a master’s degree in 
trombone performance from 
Carnegie Mellon University, 
Pittsburgh.

“I really wanted to go to a 
conservatory, where my fo-
cus would be entirely on mu-
sic. Studying at the Cleveland 
Institute of Music afforded me 
the opportunity to work with 
members of the Cleveland Or-
chestra, which is one of the best 

orchestras in the world,” said 
Wright. “At Carnegie Mellon, 
I was able to study with mem-
bers of the Pittsburgh Sympho-
ny and also return to my home-
town.”

Wright joined the U.S. Air 
Force when he learned more 
about the service’s musical or-
ganizations from someone who 
had experience.

“Before living in Fair-
field (California), I lived in the 
Washington, D.C. area and 
became friends with a for-
mer member of the Airmen of 
Note,” he said. “This group is 
the premier jazz ensemble of 
the Air Force. I never thought 
about joining a military band 
until he told me about his ca-
reer. The Air Force seemed like 
a good fit because their band 
programs are very strong com-
pared to the other services. It 
also offered financial stabili-
ty, which is hard to come by in 
the professional music field. 
I’m extremely proud to say that 
I am able to serve my country 
through making music.”

The Air Force hires band 
members in a manner simi-
lar other professional organiza-
tions. Competition is stiff, only 
the best are selected to per-
form rock, jazz and classical 
music with Air Force bands. To 
adapt to the demands of each 
unique performance situation, 
Air Force bands are exception-
ally versatile. They are filled 
with highly experienced and 

talented musicians often select-
ed from top universities, con-
servatories and colleges. Eighty 
percent of Air Force band offi-
cers possess a master’s degree 
and 10 percent possess a doc-
torate. More than 90 percent 
of enlisted musicians possess a 
bachelor’s degree; 45 percent 
possess advanced graduate de-
grees.

“I was required to send in 
prescreening material and then 
was invited to a live audition, 
where I had to compete against 
many other talented musi-
cians for a single opening, “said 
Wright.  “It is a highly compet-
itive process. From there, I had 
to take the Armed Services Vo-
cational Aptitude Battery, go to 
the Military Entrance Process-
ing Station and ultimately, com-
plete Basic Military Training, 
just like any other enlisted re-
cruit.

“I currently work with a 
group of young, talented Air-
men musicians who are con-
stantly pushing the envelope 
for excellence when it comes 
to their craft. It forces me to al-
ways be working to improve 
myself,” he said. “It is truly one 
of the highlights of my profes-
sional career - not many peo-
ple get to say that what they do 
for a living is also their passion 
in life.”

Bands serve as both a re-
cruiting and public relations 
tool, inspiring patriotism and 
promoting the military mission 

both at home and abroad with 
every performance.

“Last summer, some of us 
had the chance to play in front 
of a sold out crowd of 18,000 
at the Hollywood Bowl during 
their 4th of July concert series,” 
said Wright. “It was inspiring 
to be able to get to wear the uni-
form in front of that many ap-
preciative people. One of our 
main priorities at these types 
of events is to connect with the 
public by honoring our veterans 
and inspiring everyone through 
our music.  The icing on the 
cake was that we got to play 
alongside the band Chicago.”

Belonging to an Air Force 
band means constant travel and 
time spent away from home. 
Band members can be sent on 
deployments that generally last 
around 90 days, performing at 
different venues throughout the 
year, with many concerts coin-
ciding with holiday seasons.

“Our band performs around 
250 annual performances,” 
said Wright. “Our 60-member 
unit is comprised of two rock 
bands, a woodwind and brass 
quintet, a jazz ensemble, a clari-
net quartet, jazz combo and our 
largest group, which is the con-
cert band. I go on around 15-20 
trips a year which range from 
two days to two weeks at a time. 
We are responsible for all seven 
states west of the Rocky Moun-
tains covering approximate-
ly 726,000 square miles, and 

roughly 62.6 million people.”
According to the USAF 

Bands’ website, Air Force mu-
sicians perform for heads of 
state, military functions and 
ceremonies, funeral honors 
and a variety of military sup-
port events. The musicians 
reach millions of listeners at 
over 5,000 live and televised 
events every year. Outreach 
events may include public con-
certs, school assemblies, mas-
ter classes, recitals and special 
youth programs.

“The public doesn’t typical-
ly get the chance to put a face to 
someone serving their country 
in the military,” said Wright. 
“We afford the opportunity to 
put on a show to express our 
gratitude for all the support the 
public gives the U.S. Air Force. 
It is our job, as Air Force mu-
sicians, to tell the public about 
all the amazing things the Air 
Force and its Airmen are doing 
every day.”

Wright encourages anyone 
thinking about a music career 
in the Air Force to take private 
lessons. 

“It is becoming more and 
more difficult to make a living 
performing music, and that in-
cludes (with) Air Force Band 
programs,” he said. “There is 
no substitute for hard work and 
a private teacher. Even though 
it can be hard to win an audi-
tion, it is worth it if making mu-
sic is your passion.”

Brass
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Military Appreciation Month

APR*APR*

ON ALL NEW 2017
ACCORDS 

CIVICS & FITS

ON ALL NEW 2017
ACCORDS 

CIVICS & FITS

UP TO 60 MONTHS
ON APPROVED CREDIT
UP TO 60 MONTHS
ON APPROVED CREDIT NOW THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2017

0%0%
*Up to $18,000. *0% APR for 60 months financing at $16.67 a month per $1,000 financed. To well qualified buyers on approval of credit by Honda 
Financial Services. Higher rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings. Must take new delivery from dealer stock by August 31, 2017.

* Honda offer applies to New previously unregistered Honda’s not Used Cars.

In appreciation of their military service, Honda is offering select U.S. Military individuals and 
their spouses $500 toward any 2016 or newer model year Honda when they finance or lease 
through Honda Financial ServicesSM (HFS). 

Honda Military Appreciation Offer is available to individuals who are:
� Active Duty U.S. Military, (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, Coast Guard and Active Reserve) and 

their spouses.
� Active Duty U.S. Military Ready Reserve, (Inactive National Guard, Individual Ready Reserve, Selected Reserve) 

and their spouses.
� U.S. Military Veterans who are within 180 days of separation from active service, and their spouses.
� U.S. Military Retirees (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, Coast Guard and Active Reserve).
� Spouses of U.S. Military Retirees (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, Coast Guard and Active Re-

serve) who are within 180 days of separation from active service.

Eligible customers must meet the following conditions at the time of purchase:
� Provide Leave and Earnings Statement (LES) as proof of military status or active service at the time of purchase 

or lease.
� Spouses of a member of the U.S. Military must provide proof of relationship by presenting a Military ID, and 

provide spouse’s LES. Only a copy of the LES will be retained by the dealership for verification.
� Receive credit approval through Honda Financial Services.
� Lease: $500 is applied toward the cap cost of vehicle. Monthly payment and total due at lease signing are calcu-

lated after $500 reduction. Purchase: $500 is applied toward the down payment.
Only one $500 Military Appreciation Certificate per vehicle. The certificate can be combined with all other Honda Financial Services programs, except Zero
Due at Signing Lease program. Offer valid through March 31, 2018 unless terminated earlier by HFS.

NOTE: During the term of the retail installment finance contract or lease with Honda Financial Services, buyer may not take their 
vehicle outside the United States without the prior written consent of Honda Financial Services. During the term of the retail 
installment finance contract or lease, buyer must notify Honda financial Services immediately of any change in the buyer’s address.

All prices plus government fees and taxes. Any dealer finance charges, dealer government fees, any finance charges, any dealer 
document processing charges, any electronic filing charge and any emission testing charge. All prices good through 8/31/17.

 888-530-2767800 ADMIRAL CALLAGHAN LANE
VALLEJO, CA 94591

EXIT REDWOOD PARKWAY www.AveryGreeneHonda.com

Avery Greene Honda would like to thank current  
and past Military personnel for their service. 

During the month of August we will be extending our appreciation 
for the service and sacrifices that our current enlisted military and 
veterans have contributed for the freedom of our country. Avery 
Greene Honda will give you an additional $500 Discount off the 
purchase of a 2016 or newer Honda during the month of August.

e to thank current 

An airman first class from 
the 60th SGCS received an Ar-
ticle 15 for driving while driv-
ing privileges were suspended, 
a violation of Article 92, UCMJ. 
Punishment consisted of a sus-
pended reduction to the rank of 
airman and a reprimand.

A technical sergeant from the 
660th AMXS received an Arti-
cle 15 for dereliction of duty, a 
violation of Article 92, UCMJ. 
Punishment consisted of a sus-
pended reduction to the rank of 
staff sergeant and a reprimand.

A staff sergeant from the 
660th AMXS received an Arti-
cle 15 for dereliction of duty, a 
violation of Article 92, UCMJ. 
Punishment consisted of a sus-
pended reduction to the rank 
of senior airman, forfeiture of 
$300 pay per month for two 
months, 45 days of extra duty 
and a reprimand.

A senior airman from the 
921st Contingency Response 
Squadron received an Article 
15 for failure to go, a violation 
of Article 86, UCMJ. Punish-
ment consisted of a suspend-
ed reduction to the grade of 
airman first class, forfeiture 
of $814 pay per month for two 
months and a reprimand. 

Administrative  
separation actions    

An airman first class from 

the 821st Contingency Re-
sponse Support Squadron was 
administratively discharged 
for commission of a serious of-
fense, with a general service 
characterization.

An airman basic from the 
660th AMXS was adminis-
tratively discharged for drug 
abuse, with a general service 
characterization.

A senior airman from the 
21st Airlift Squadron was ad-
ministratively discharged for 
minor disciplinary infractions, 
with a general service charac-
terization.

A senior airman from the 
60th Diagnostics and Thera-
peutics Squadron was admin-
istratively discharged for mi-
nor disciplinary infractions, 
with a general service charac-
terization.

A senior airman from 
the 60th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron was administratively 
discharged for a mental disor-
der, with an honorable service 
characterization.

An airman first class from 
the 60th Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron was administratively 
discharged for minor disciplin-
ary infractions, with a general 
service characterization.

Three airmen in the rank 
of airman basic from the 60th 
Operations Support Squad-
ron were administratively dis-
charged for drug abuse, with a 
general service characteriza-
tion.

Law
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liftiNGCompetition gets Travis
doing some heavy …

2) Airman 1st Class Julia Nagy, 60th Civil Engineer Squadron, deadlifts 165 pounds during the 2017 Strongman/Bench Press Competition Aug. 18 at travis Air force Base, Calif. Nagy was 
the only woman to compete and ended the day with a bench of 110 pounds, squat of 145 pounds and deadlift of 165 pounds. 3) tech. Sgt. Michael Kozak, 515th Air Mobility Operations 
Wing, bench presses 345 pounds on his third lift during the competition. Kozak took first place in the bench press category. 4) Senior Airman Mason Bradford, 821st Contingency 
Response Support Squadron, deadlifts 550 pounds during the competition. Bradford placed second overall in the competition with a bench press of 295 pounds, squat of 430 pounds, and 
deadlift of 550 pounds.

1) Xavier Edwards 
squats 405 pounds 
during the 2017 
Strongman/Bench 
Press Competition 
Aug. 18 at travis Air 
force, Calif. Edwards 
took first place overall 
in the competition 
with a bench press 
of 315 pounds, 
squat of 405 pounds 
and deadlift of 495 
pounds.

U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Christopher Carranza
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