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On the cover
U.S. Airmen assigned to the 
43rd AES Det. 1 and 349th 
AES walk toward a C-17 June 
3 at Travis. The squadrons 
worked together to remain 
proficient at aeromedical 
evacuation procedures during 
a routine training mission.
U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Jonathon Carnell
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Travis AFB, Calif. | 60th Air Mobility Wing

Tailwind The Tailwind is published by the Daily Republic, Fair-
field, California, a private firm in no way connected with 
the U.S. Air Force.

While most of the editorial content of the Tailwind is pre-
pared by the 60th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs office 
for its Web-based product, the content for the Tailwind is 
edited and prepared for print by the Daily Republic staff.

Content of the Tailwind is not necessarily the official 
view of, nor is it endorsed by the U.S. Government, the 
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air 
Force.

The appearance of advertising in the publication, in-
cluding inserts or supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the Department of Defense, the Depart-
ment of the Air Force or the Daily Republic, of the 
products or services advertised.

Everything advertised in the publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-

tus, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other 
nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

Correspondence can be sent to the 60th Air Mobili-
ty Wing Public Affairs staff, Tailwind, 400 Brennan Cir-
cle, Bldg. 51, Travis AFB, CA 94535-2150 or emailed to 
60amwpa@us.af.mil.

Deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. Friday for the following 
Friday’s issue. Swap ads must be brought to Bldg. 51 
by noon Monday for possible print in that Friday’s issue. 
Emailed or faxed Swap Ads are not accepted.

Those on base wishing to receive home delivery of the 
Tailwind can call 427-6975 today.

For information on paid advertising and on base circula-
tion, call 425-4646. Correspondence can be sent to: Dai-
ly Republic, 1250 Texas St., Fairfield, CA 94533 or faxed to 
425-5924.

Visit the Travis public web site at http://www.travis.
af.mil. Read the Tailwind online at http://tailwind.daily 
republic.net or by accessing the Travis SharePoint.
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Senior Master Sgt. Rachel Martinez
349TH AIR MOBILITY WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

In mid-April, as the novel coronavi-
rus pandemic spread across the nation, 
the 349th Air Mobility Wing deployed 23 
Reserve Citizen Airmen to assist with the 
surge of COVID-19 patients in the New 
York City area.

After approximately six weeks serv-
ing on the frontlines of the coronavirus 
health crisis, at the Javits Medical Center 
and other area hospitals, the final group 
of Reserve doctors, nurses, and medical 
technicians returned home on June 5.

Air Force Reserve Command mobi-
lized more than 1,000 Reserve Citizen 
Airmen in support of COVID-19 relief ef-
forts, including approximately 120 medi-
cal personnel to New York City. When the 
349th Medical Group was called upon to 
join those efforts, they had no trouble fill-
ing the positions.

“We had more than a hundred Airmen 
volunteer to go,” said Chief Master Sgt. 
Michele Ortiz, 349th MDG superinten-
dent. “Within one night we validated who 
was eligible to go, and they were on their 
way days later.”

For many of the deployers, the reason 
for volunteering was simple – they want-
ed to help and serve others. Dr. (Maj.) 
George Gallardo, an internal medicine 
physician, had already volunteered to 
work with COVID-19 patients at the civil-
ian hospital he works at in Sacramento, 
but said this was a once in a lifetime op-
portunity.

“There was so much uncertainty on 
whether there would be a similar surge of 
patients here in California,” said Gallar-
do, who is assigned to the 349th Medical 
Squadron. “I had to balance that with vol-
unteering to go to New York City where 
there was an immediate need. I felt like 

I would make the most impact in New 
York. It was an opportunity to use my 
skills as an internal medicine physician 
and make a direct impact on the whole.”

Other Airmen echoed those senti-
ments, adding that their military service 
led them to be ready.

“I volunteered because of the dire 
need,” said Tech. Sgt. Gary Sumter, 349th 
Aeromedical Staging Squadron emer-
gency medical technician. “You watch 
the news and you see what’s going on. 
We’re not trained to be bystanders; we’re 
trained to take action.”

With short notice to get out the door, 
the Airmen had little time to prepare. 

Most of what they knew about the situ-
ation on the ground in New York came 
from watching news reports. Many start-
ed brushing up on their medical skills 
and learning what they could about the 
coronavirus.

“My whole family is in the medical 
field and they’ve all be dealing with CO-
VID-19 since the beginning,” said Se-
nior Airman Jeremiah Thiel, 349th Med-
ical Squadron medical technician. “My 
mom works in the intensive care unit, 
and I have aunts who work in emergen-
cy rooms. They showed me things they 
thought would be helpful.”

Most of the Airmen from the 349th 

AMW were initially assigned to the Ja-
vits Medical Center where they worked 
alongside Navy and Army personnel in 
the make-shift hospital for COVID-19 pa-
tients.

Sumter, who works as a defense con-
tractor and United States Postal Ser-
vice letter carrier in his civilian capacity, 
spent a lot of time doing online research, 
especially in the area of in-patient and re-
spiratory care. Despite any preparations, 
working in the ICU at the Javits Medical 
Center and seeing first-hand the spread 
and effects of COVID-19 was jarring.

“It’s shocking to see what was going 
on with our own citizens,” said Sumter. 
“I never saw so many people die in such 
a short time. I saw first-hand what COV-
ID-19 does to a person’s body. I’ve nev-
er seen anything like that. One day a pa-
tient is fine, and then next he’s not. It’s sad 
to see.”

Also shocking to the Airmen was the 
personal protective equipment. While 
they had plenty of it, and never felt like it 
was lacking, wearing it constantly was an 
adjustment.

“We were in it for the entire shift – 10 
to 12 hours,” said Tech. Sgt. Jose Cabrera, 
349th MDS medical technician. “That’s a 
long time to be covered in so much PPE.”

Sumter agreed, adding that the PPE 
adds a layer of difficulty to the job. “The 
masks tear up your face – it’s hard to 
breath, hard to see,” he said.

The Javits Medical Center appeared to 
hit its peak patient-load about a week pri-
or to the Airmen arriving. As the patient 
load fell, the Airmen were reassigned 
to local area hospitals including Bellev-
ue Hospital in Manhattan, Jacobi Hospi-
tal in the Bronx, and Elmhurst Hospital 
in Queens.

Courtesy photo

Medical volunteers from the 349th Medical Group pose for a photo in New York City. Air 
Force Reserve Command mobilized more than 1,000 Reserve Citizen Airmen in support of 
COVID-19 relief efforts, including approximately 120 medical personnel to New York City.

Reservists reflect on coronavirus deployment

See REFLECT Page 18
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Name: 
Staff Sgt. Toan Nguyen

Unit:
60th Aerospace Medicine 
Squadron

Duty title:
Medical technician

Hometown: 
Fort Worth, Texas

Time in service: 
Six years

Family:
Spouse, Katherine; two children, 
Ace and Cali.

What are your goals?
Hopefully, serving 20 years in the 
military. I also would like to be 
financially independent and retire 
early.

What are your hobbies?
Hiking, biking, spending time with 
family.

What is your greatest  
achievement?
Deploying to Afghanistan as  
medic in 2016-17 where I  
provided direct care for  
patients of a suicide bomber 
attack.

U.S. Air Force photo/H
eide Couch

Staff Sgt. Edward Siguenza
CALIFORNIA NATIONAL GUARD

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The Cali-
fornia Military Department set another 
unprecedented milestone, June 9, as it 
surpassed 50 million meals packed and 
distributed as part of its ongoing state-
wide COVID-19 humanitarian support 
mission.

California National Guard and Cali-
fornia State Guard service members be-
gan working food banks across the state 
in late March just as coronavirus re-
strictions were initiated and the number 
of regular food bank volunteers dwin-
dled due to personal safety precautions 
against the virus.

Roughly 70 days into the mission, Cal 
Guard hasn’t stopped its critical sup-
port to this viable community operation, 
even during a period of civil unrest.

“I don’t think we’re going to be slow-
ing down either,” said U.S. Army Sgt. 
Maj. Ernest V. Serrato, operations ser-
geant major at 115th Regional Support 
Group, which transformed into Joint 
Task Force 115 to execute the mission. 
The task force oversees food-bank op-
erations and tracks daily output num-
bers. “It’s a conjunction of the Soldiers 
and Airmen coming together to support 
their communities. They believe in what 
they’re doing. They believe in helping 
out whenever we’re called upon, wheth-
er its civil unrest or food-bank opera-
tions. We’ll continue to work as hard as 
we can to make sure we can support ev-
erybody who we can.”

Cal Guard operated at more than 
30 food banks in 20 counties across the 
state. As many as 700 Soldiers and Air-
men have supported the mission, but 
numbers recently shortened as regu-
lar food-bank volunteers begin to return 

and other community-based organiza-
tions step up to help.

“Reaching 50 million just shows how 
committed Cal Guard is to serving and 
assisting citizens and communities of 
this great state,” said 1st Sgt. Scott Fly-
nn, 132nd Multi-Role Bridge Company 
noncommissioned officer in charge. Fly-
nn oversees more than two dozen troops 
at Santa Cruz County Food Bank where 
U.S. Army-trained engineers adapt-
ed their skills to provide warehouse 

support and enhance Cal Guard’s mis-
sion.

“They absolutely know the impor-
tance of the mission. In these uncer-
tain times, with many Californians out 
of work and experiencing hardships, 
we got to see firsthand, especially dur-
ing distribution days, the value and ef-
fect food bank operations have in Santa 
Cruz county and California in general,” 
Flynn said.

“I will say that the California Guard 

has been undeniably very valuable,” 
said Lauren Reid, California Associa-
tion of Food Banks communication di-
rector. “There haven’t been a lot of vol-
unteers because of COVID-19. The 
National Guard really stepped up and is 
doing a great job.”

The Sacramento Food Bank & Fam-
ily Services became Cal Guard’s first 
operation in late March. It was there 
where efforts spurned outward, as 

National Guard photo/Staff Sgt. Eddie Siguenza

A California National Guardsman assigned to Joint Task Force 115 packs food into a box June 9 at the Sacramento Food Bank & Family 
Services in Sacramento, Calif. The California National Guard surpassed 50 million meals packed and distributed at food banks throughout 
the state since initial operations began in March as part of Cal Guard’s humanitarian response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

California Guard distributes 50M meals

See MEALS Page 20
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Town halls 
to discuss 
Juneteenth

60th Air Mobility Wing  
Public Affairs

A series of town halls are 
scheduled to take place June 19 
and 26 at the Base Theater rec-
ognizing Juneteenth.

The town halls take place 
from 8-9 a.m., 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. and 3-4 p.m. June 19 
and June 26.

Juneteenth commemorates 
June 19, 1865, the day all previ-
ously enslaved people in Texas 
learned they were free.

Leader 
delivers 
welcome 
message

349th Air Mobility Wing  
Public Affairs

Col. Lee E. Merkle assumed 
command of the 349th Air Mo-
bility Wing June 7 at Travis Air 
Force Base.

Merkle delivered his virtu-
al introduction message via so-
cial media due to COVID-19 re-
strictions. 

To watch the message, vis-
it http://www.facebook.com/
watch/?v=538414023501162.

Visit Travis’  
FACEBOOK  

page for up-to-date  
information.  

facebook.com/Travis 
AirForceBase

Exercise demonstrates agility
Senior Airman  

Kristine Gruwell
19TH AIRLIFT WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

LITTLE ROCK AIR 
FORCE BASE, Ark. — Lit-
tle Rock Air Force Base 
and Dyess Air Force Base 
launched 19 C-130J Super 
Hercules aircraft in support 
of the U.S. Air Force Weap-
ons School’s Joint Forc-
ible Entry exercise at the 
Nevada Test and Training 
Range on June 6.

The exercise, known as 
JFE Vul, is a large-scale air 
mobility exercise designed 
to simulate the joint forcible 
entry of paratroopers into a 
contested battlespace.

Although Little Rock and 
Dyess had separate mission 
planning cells, both were 
able to join each other’s for-
mation and head to the simu-
lated JFE drop area.

“Training in a joint-base 
exercise is very realistic,” 
said Maj. Darshan Subra-
manian, 317th Airlift Wing 
chief of tactics. “The ability 
for multiple mobility bases 
to synchronize effects from 
distributed locations is a 
critical component of future 
air mobility conflicts.”

In total, the exercise fea-
tured approximately 75 air-
craft who engaged in an in-
tricate airdrop operation in 
a simulated enemy environ-
ment where sophisticated 
Integrated Air Defense Sys-
tems were employed.

JFE showcased that we 
as a military are able to 
maintain readiness on a na-
tional scale even amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, said 
Capt. Patrick Waters, 61st 
Airlift Squadron pilot and 
19th Airlift Wing planner for 
the Little Rock AFB-based 
aircraft.

“The C-130 communi-
ty pulled together 19 tails, 
which is huge, especial-
ly amidst the pandemic,” 
Waters said. “Airmen were 
brought in to launch, fuel 
and load the aircraft along 

with anything else we re-
quired to get off the ground 
and participate in this train-
ing.”

Waters noted that the in-
tegration of forces in this 
particular exercise provided 
participants with a joint per-
spective on how to best sup-
port airdrop operations and 
assess air threats, surface-
to-air threats and ground 
threats.

“Our main mission was to 
get Soldiers on the ground,” 
Waters said. “This forma-
tion had many layers to en-
sure the paratroopers were 
able to start their descent 
… bomber aircraft cleared 
the airspace, fighter air-
craft protected the C-130Js, 
and C-17 Globemaster IIIs 
dropped equipment the Sol-
diers needed to complete 
their mission.”

Subramanian echoed Wa-
ters’ sentiment, adding that 
the JFE allows us to prac-
tice the planning and muscle 

movements required to 
achieve mission success in a 
contested environment.

“The ability to airdrop 
the Army deep into enemy 
territory via C-130s while 
supported by the Com-
bat Air Forces is a criti-
cal option for the nation-
al command authority when 
viewing options to project 
American strength,” he said.

Air Mobility Command 
also dual-purposed the JFE 
construct by utilizing it as 
a testing ground for a tacti-
cal data link experiment in-
tended to increase aircrew 
situational awareness of the 
threat environment before 
and during the mission.

The experimentation 
involved new computers 
aboard two C-17s, enabling 
high-speed data transfer via 
commercial satellites to the 
entire formation.

The commercial satel-
lite link and new computers 
are intended to dramatically 

increase connection and 
refresh speeds, providing 
much more up-to-date in-
formation about the threat 
environment. Also, the net-
work bandwidth allows for 
multiple users to connect, 
whereas the current capa-
bility becomes dramatically 
slower as users join the net-
work.

“Pilots have used tactical 
data links to communicate 
through satellites for some 
time now,” Waters said. “But 
instead of communicating as 
normal, the C-17 pilots used 
a new network band to com-
municate confidential infor-
mation across the formation 
on a secure and rapid sys-
tem.”

Waters continued to say 
that investing in this level 
of communication allows for 
accelerated operations that 
will ultimately overwhelm 
adversaries with simultane-
ous challenges from every 
domain.

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Kristine M. Gruwell

Three C-130J Super Herculeses from Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas, fly in formation during 
the Joint Forcible Entry exercise June 6 near Las Vegas, Nevada. More than 20 C-130Js and C-17 
Globemaster IIIs flew in formation during the U.S. Air Force Weapons School’s Joint Forcible Entry 
exercise with numerous other aircraft from across the Air Force.
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We Accept

TRICARE / TRICARE For Life
Who can be seen at our Eye Clinic?

-All Military Spouses and their Dependents with Tricare Prime,
All Retirees with Tricare Prime,

All Retirees and their Spouses with Tricare for Life / Medicare,
and All members needing Contact Lenses Prescriptions

Family Eye Doctors near Travis AFB
ATTENTION: ALL MILITARY SPOUSES
& DEPENDENTS AND ALL RETIREES,

SPOUSES & DEPENDENTS
WHY WAIT WEEKS FOR AN EYE EXAM?

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway,
in the Raley’s Plaza

on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

80

Air Base Pkwy

Dickson Hill Road

N
. T

ex
as

Dr. Larry Huey • Dr. Don Hsiao
Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

Van Ovost nominated to 
be next AMC commander

Air Mobility Command  
Public Affairs

SCOTT AIR FORCE 
BASE, Ill. — As Gen. Mary-
anne Miller, Air Mobility 
Command commander, pre-
pares to retire after a 39-year 
career, Lt. Gen. Jacqueline 
Van Ovost, AMC deputy com-
mander, has been nominated 
as her successor.

Van Ovost and Miller 
marked the first time in his-
tory that an Air Force major 
command has been led by fe-
male commander and deputy. 
If confirmed, Van Ovost will 
pin on her fourth star, assume 
command of AMC, and, upon 
Miller’s retirement, become 
the highest-ranking woman in 
the United States military.

“I am honored and humbled 
by the nomination to serve as 
the next commander of Air 
Mobility Command,” Van 
Ovost said. “I look forward to 
the opportunity to build upon 
the incredible work of Gen. 
Maryanne Miller and the 
commanders who served be-
fore her, ensuring the success 
of the air mobility enterprise 

and its peo-
ple who make 
up the heart 
of our global 
reach mission 
every day.”

Both gen-
erals previ-
ously served 
at Travis Air 
Force Base, 
C a l i for n ia . 
Van Ovost was the vice com-
mander of the U.S. Air Force 
Expeditionary Center from 
March 2012 to September 
2013. Miller commanded the 
349th Air Mobility Wing from 
January 2008 to November 
2009.

Van Ovost has led at all lev-
els of the Air Force and her 
technical expertise as a pi-
lot ranges from heavy airlift 
aircraft to nimble fighter jets. 
She began her Air Force ca-
reer flying the C-141 Starlifter, 
became a test pilot and subse-
quently flew over 30 different 
aircraft, accumulating more 
than 4,200 flight hours.

She commanded a refu-
eling squadron at McCon-
nell AFB, Kansas, served as 

vice commander of the U.S. 
Air Force Expeditionary Cen-
ter and commanded the 89th 
Airlift Wing at Joint Base An-
drews, Maryland, responsible 
for one of the Air Force’s no-
fail missions: safely transport-
ing the president and our na-
tion’s most senior leaders.

“I have no doubt Lt. Gen. 
Jacqueline Van Ovost will be 
an extraordinary leader for 
our Mobility Airmen,” Miller 
said. “She has served excep-
tionally, most recently in di-
rect support of our Air Force 
chief of staff and secretary, 
and I am excited for the future 
of AMC with her at the helm.”

Van Ovost is nominated 
to offer her broad leadership 
and expertise to AMC dur-
ing an unprecedented time in 
our nation’s history. AMC pro-
vides rapid global mobility ev-
ery day, no matter the circum-
stances, and is at the forefront 
of the DoD’s effort to support 
American and global needs in 
the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic, moving patients, deliv-
ering life-saving supplies and 
developing new technologies 
to execute the mission safely.

Van Ovost

Foundation awards 
academic scholarships

Balfour Beatty  
Communities Foundation

Travis Family Homes re-
cently announced that three 
of its residents, Shyanne Per-
ry, Justine Mica Legaspi and 
Terrin Griffeth, have received 
scholarships for the 2020-21 ac-
ademic year through Balfour 
Beatty Communities Founda-
tion. 

The scholarships will aid 
Perry, Legaspi and Griffeth in 
their pursuit of degrees in nat-
ural sciences, nursing and bi-
ology, respectively. The annu-
al scholarship program is open 
to residents throughout Bal-
four Beatty Communities’ res-
idential portfolio, including 55 
military housing communities 
throughout the United States.

“Without fail, we are con-
sistently impressed by our 
residents who apply for this 
scholarship, and this year’s ap-
plicants were no exception,” 
said Kathy Grim, board mem-
ber of the Balfour Beatty Com-
munities Foundation. “These 
students have shown immense 
devotion both in their commu-
nities and their studies. We are 
honored to have the opportuni-
ty to assist these students with 

furthering their education and 
are excited to see what they ac-
complish in the future. Con-
gratulations to all of this year’s 
recipients.”  

The Balfour Beatty Com-
munities Foundation scholar-
ship program awards academic 
scholarships to residents liv-
ing in an owned and managed 
Balfour Beatty Communities 
community who are attending 
or plan to attend an accredited 
higher education or technical 
institution. Scholarship recipi-
ents are selected on the basis of 
academic achievement, demon-
strated leadership qualities and 
a commitment to community 
involvement. 

Balfour Beatty Communi-
ties Foundation is a nonprof-
it organization which princi-
pally focuses on supporting 
the post-secondary education 
goals of residents who live in 
communities owned and man-
aged by Balfour Beatty Com-
munities. Since the scholar-
ship program’s inception in 
2009, Balfour Beatty Commu-
nities Foundation has awarded 
more than 400 academic schol-
arships. 

For more information, visit 
bbcommunitiesfoundation.org. 
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25% OFF Military Cases (If retained)

Great Service, Excellent Communication,  
Experienced VA Underwriters, Local Office!

We have NO OVERLAYS! We can do a VA Loan 2 yrs after  
a Short Sale, Foreclosure or Bankruptcy AND we can do  
scores down to 580 and ratios up to 65%!

We know how to structure a VA No No... 
No down, No closing costs! 0 Nada!

We have been able to successfully get COE’s approved  
when other companies cannot get your eligibility restored!

We regularly beat other lenders quotes and we are right here Locally near the ‘In and Out Burger’.

Providing VA Loans Locally!
Fulfilling the dream of Homeownership for our Veterans since 1994
We can EASILY close a VA loan transaction in 19 - 22 days here 
locally, So if you want to get it done Quickly at a Great Rate  
and Low Fees, with the same person from the beginning  
till the end, Let’s Talk.

1300 Oliver Rd., Ste. 140 • Fairfield • George@NIMBLoan.com • NMLS #270402 • DRE#02077932 • NMLS #1818509

George R. Kalis
Broker/Owner

707.759.5129
We can use ANY Bank or Investors Wholesale dept. we are not confined to just one source!

WHOLESALE MORTGAGE BROKER

ays here ays here
Rate 

ng

START HERE! We will quickly approve you for your VA loan and we will refer you to a 
great REALTOR® who will show you homes in your price range and will negotiate the 
seller credits you need to keep your out of pocket expenses to a minimum!

Reserves work to consolidate recruiting squadrons
Master Sgt. Chance Babin

AIR FORCE RECRUITING SERVICE PUBLIC AFFAIRS

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RAN-
DOLPH, Texas — Air Force Recruit-
ing Service continues to forge ahead 
with total force recruiting. The order 
to form a classic associate partnership 
with AFRS and Air Force Reserve Re-
cruiting Service is now signed and pub-
lished with an effective date of June 14. 

The partnership will bolster effective-
ness and combine strategies.

As part of the association, AFRC Re-
cruiting Service has officially aligned its 
four recruiting squadrons to become the 
367th Recruiting Group. The 367th RCG 
is now the fourth group under the AFRS 
umbrella.

“I am beyond proud to lead this team 
as our re-designation is now official,” 
said Col. Timothy Martz, 367th RCG 

commander. “This is a historic mile-
stone in support of integrated total force 
recruiting for our United States Air 
Force. In 2019, we began the process of 
forging a strong classic recruiting asso-
ciation between the regular Air Force 
and the Air Force Reserve. The official 
order standing up the 367th Recruiting 
Group signals that we are approaching 
mission complete with regard to Reserve 
organizational transformation in support 

of the total force.”
Since 2017, AFRS has been work-

ing toward integrating all of its recruit-
ing functions. The goal is for all of the 
recruiting organizations – regular Air 
Force, Air National Guard, Air Force 
Reserve, Air Force Academy admis-
sions, Air Force Civilian Service and Air 
Force ROTC – to integrate strategies and 
activities to present a unified total-force 
presence in each recruiting market.

Virus pushes care  
management online

Military.com

Military Health System 
beneficiaries turned to online 
resources like the TRICARE 
Online Patient Portal and the 
MHS GENESIS Patient Portal 
in record numbers in May to 
remotely manage their health 
care during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The TOL PP logged a mil-
lion-plus active users on May 
17, the largest total in the por-
tal’s 15-year history. 

“This is a remarkable 
achievement,” said Army Col. 
Francisco Dominicci, chief 
of the Defense Health Agen-
cy Solution Delivery Division 
(SDD, J-6), which manages the 
TOL PP. “The TOL PP team 
achieved this milestone by 
quickly responding to patient 
and provider needs during the 
pandemic.”

Dominicci stated that, the 
TOL PP team added several 
COVID-19-related enhance-
ments to the portal, enabling 
beneficiaries to manage their 
care remotely rather than 
risking exposure to them-
selves and others by visiting 
military medical treatment fa-
cilities. 

In March, the team set up a 
COVID-19 Virtual Visit func-
tionality within TOL PP that 
allows patients who believe 
they are infected with COV-
ID-19 to book virtual visit ap-
pointments. Inside the portal, 
patients provide a phone num-
ber and answer two screening 
questions before being allowed 
to make a COVID-19 virtual 

visit appointment. The appli-
cation facilitated more than 
15,000 virtual visit appoint-
ments through May.

“The short screening pro-
cess allows us to quickly as-
sess whether patients have 
COVID-19 symptoms or some 
other ailment,” said Dominic-
ci. “If they don’t have COV-
ID-19 symptoms, they are told 
so, giving them reassurance. If 
they do have COVID-19 symp-
toms, they can make a vir-
tual visit appointment, and a 
health care provider will con-
tact them at the number they 
provided.”

In April, the TOL PP team 
updated the portal to pro-
vide patients expedited COV-
ID-19 and flu test results after 
the DHA waived the mandato-
ry four-day wait period for the 
test results. The functionality 
allowed patients tested for CO-
VID-19 or the flu at MTFs to 
receive expedited test results 
in the blue “Health Record” 
section of the portal after re-
sults are certified.

“Using the TOL PP relieves 
the anxiety of patients waiting 
for test results, letting them 
know if they need to self-iso-
late,” said Dominicci. “It also 
frees MTF providers from 
having to field patient calls or 
contact patients awaiting test 
results, allowing them to focus 
on patient care during the pan-
demic.”

Dominicci explained how 
patients can also find links to 
COVID-19 updates and re-
sources on TOL PP along with 
other helpful features. 
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U.S. Air Force photo/Kelly White

Air Force Materiel Command Commander Gen. Arnold Bunch Jr. speaks at a press conference July 24, 2019, 
during a visit to Tinker Air Force Base, Illinois.

Marisa Alia-Novobilski
AIR FORCE MATERIEL COMMAND

WRIGHT-PATTERSON 
AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio — 
When Gen. Arnold W. Bunch 
Jr. took command of the Air 
Force Materiel Command on 
May 31, 2019, his first goal was 
to get “regrounded” in the di-
verse missions and responsi-
bilities spread across AFMC’s 
six centers and its 87,000 Air-
men.

“When I came here, I 
thought I understood the com-
mand since I was part of it 
when it was started in 1992, 
and I spent most of my career 
in it. What I learned is that 
there is so much more that goes 
on that I needed to understand 
more deeply,” Bunch said.

During a year that has in-
cluded an Air Force-wide focus 
on modernization, lethality and 
readiness through faster, more 
agile business processes, the 
ability of AFMC to successful-
ly meet the needs of the Nation-
al Defense Strategy was a ma-
jor focus of Bunch’s first year 
as commander.

“Our Airmen play a key 
role in every facet and aspect 

of what the Air Force is doing. 
Watching them execute mis-
sions this year has only rein-
forced how important AFMC 
is to the successful execution 
of the NDS and driving to the 
Air Force we need,” Bunch 
said.

Making “listening” an ear-
ly priority, his first big action 
was to launch the AFMC We 
Need initiative, an enterprise-
wide effort that solicited feed-
back and recommendations 
from Airmen, both uniformed 
and non-uniformed, across 
the command to better pos-
ture the command for success 
in achieving the goals of the 
NDS now and in the decades to 
come. The effort, which yield-
ed more than 88,000 inputs, 
continues to drive changes in 
processes, business practices, 
personnel management, train-
ing and more, leveraging inno-
vative ideas and solutions from 
the ground up.

“Initially we had Airmen 
who weren’t really sure we 
were going to take actions 
with the AFMC We Need, and 
to many of them, my message 
was to ‘find out where no lives 
and squash it.’ As we’ve moved 

forward, we’re seeing some 
initial results of the effort be-
gin to play out and have others 
in work,” Bunch said.

Some of these results 
include the implementation 
of the AFMC Accultura-
tion program for new hires, 
standardization of newcom-
er onboarding processes, a 
new supervisor development 
course and a command-wide 
IdeaScale Campaign to source 
innovative ideas for continued 
improvement to processes and 
practices across the mission 
set. A Commander’s Accelerat-
ed Initiatives Office was estab-
lished under the AFMC depu-
ty commander to continually 
source, track and implement 
changes.

“We continue to make sure 
we’re making the right invest-
ments and are implementing 
the right strategies to make 
sure we can get our mission 
done. We continue to mine for 
additional good ideas,” Bunch 
said.

These investments include 
efforts to improve information 
technology infrastructure as 

Bunch reflects on time at AFMC

See BUNCH Page 12
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com
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SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 495 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard

Puzzles

Voluntary Leave Transfer Program
The following Travis employees are ap-

proved as leave recipients through the Voluntary 
Leave Transfer Program: Rebecca Austria, 60th 
Maintenance Group; John Butler, Special Tactics 
Training Squadron; Jaqualynn Cabanlit, Travis 
AFB Commissary; Neftaly Clark, 1st Special Op-
erations Force Support Squadron; David Dun-
can, 319th Reconnaissance Wing, Grand Forks 
AFB; Rabiye Hamilton, Travis AFB Commissary; 
Patrick Hodge United States Transportation 
Command, Scott AFB; Mark Holmes, 10th Con-
tracting Squadron; Dina Patterson-Steward, 

60th Aerial Port Squadron; Jason Perkins, Grand 
Forks AFB; Gina Silva, Air Force Academy head-
quarters; Jean Sommer, Travis AFB Commis-
sary; Maria Thammasen, 60th Force Support 
Squadron; and Dennis Weaver, Air Force Man-
power Agency.

The VLTP allows an employee who has a 
medical emergency or is affected by a medical 
emergency of a family member and is without 
availability of paid leave to receive transferred 
annual leave directly from other employees. 
For more information, call 707-424-1720.

877-995-5247
Download free app in 

your phone’s app store
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You Served. You Save.

Save with Military Discounts from these fine businesses!

NORTH BAY TRUCK 
CENTER

1245 Illinois St
Fairfield, Ca
94533
(707) 427-1386

www.northbaytruckcenter.com

MITCHELL’S
HAULING, CLEANING, ORGANIZING, 

PACKING, & HOUSE CLEANING

Suisun City, 
CA 94585
(707) 386-1312
Lic. #22444 
Insured

DIXON LANDSCAPE 
MATERIALS

150 E. H St.
Dixon, CA 95620
(707) 678-8200

www.dixonlandscapematerials.com

CAL ROOFING SYSTEMS
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 447-3132
Lic. #560708

www.calroofingsystems.com

Family owned and operated.
Owner…Don Westhaver,
Over 45 Years Experience
Proud Military Parents

First Time Customers:
Bring ad in for visual 26 pt inspection

PAZDEL CHIROPRACTIC, INC.

www.PazdelChiropractic.com Se Habla Español

258 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City  • 429-4861nset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City  • 429

Foot Pain?

Cellular (707) 718-1989
nprice@c21mm.com
301 Dickson Hill Road, Fairfield, CA 94533

Let My Experience, Make Your 
Home Buying or Selling Experience, 

Your Best Experience!

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Nancy Price-Branson 
REALTOR®

Cal BRE #01426977 
CDPE, SFR, ABR, MRP, SRES

353 2nd Street, Davis | www.HelmusOptometry.com

Since 1986

Saturday appointments available

We accept TRICARE and TriWest insurance

Call or text to schedule!
(530) 758-2122

AFRS releases Aim High mobile app
Master Sgt. Chance Babin

AIR FORCE RECRUITING SERVICE  
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — To 
help better communicate, in-
form and inspire new recruits 
and with embedded tools to guide 
them into the right total-force ca-
reer path, the Air Force Recruit-
ing Service’s Innovation team 
launched the “Aim High” mobile 
phone application June 15.

With recruiters no longer 
meeting potential recruits or 
applicants in person due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak that has 
crippled much of the nation’s in-
dustries, AFRS expedited the 

release of the app to help recruit-
ers overcome this obstacle and 
allow them to communicate bet-
ter with recruits throughout the 
process of joining the service on 
active duty or going to the Air Na-
tional Guard or Air Force Re-
serve.

“The Aim High app has been 
in the works since 2018 and was 
originally set to be released this 
summer,” said Chief Master Sgt. 
Jason O’Donley, AFRS Innova-
tion superintendent. “But with 
the current COVID-19 situation, 
we have been working tireless-
ly to get it released sooner to help 
our recruiters accomplish their 
mission. The app is full of infor-
mation about the Air Force and 

many of the features will help re-
cruiters and applicants commu-
nicate, allowing people to make 
an informed decision based on 
the information all in one loca-
tion.”

The Aim High app is a com-
prehensive, intuitive recruiting 
tool powered by a data-rich, en-
terprise solution that helps the 
Air Force find elite Airmen, as 
well as guides recruits to discov-
er their passions through intui-
tive, interactive means. The app 
also provides family and friends 
a way to have insight into a re-
cruit’s training and keeps Air-
men involved in recruiting well 
after being assigned to their first 
duty stations.

7th Air Force hosts virtual change of command
Tech. Sgt. Matthew Davis  

and Master Sgt. Rachelle Blake
SEVENTH AIR FORCE PUBLIC AFFAIRS

OSAN AIR BASE, Repub-
lic of Korea — Lt. Gen. Scott 
L. Pleus assumed command 
of the Air Component Com-
mand and Seventh Air Force 
and assumed responsibili-
ty as the deputy commander 
of United States Forces Korea 
from Lt. Gen. Kenneth S. Wils-
bach June 12 at Osan Air Base, 
South Korea.

In a Seventh Air Force first, 
some members of the official 
party attended the ceremony 
via a shared video teleconfer-
ence due to COVID-19 mitiga-
tion measures.

Gen. Robert “Abe” Abrams, 

commander of USFK and US-
FK’s United Nations Com-
mand and Combined Forc-
es Command, presided over 
the change of command of the 
Air Component Command and 
the change of responsibility 
for the deputy commander of 
USFK.

“The resounding success 
during Lieutenant General 
Wilsbach’s tenure would not 
have been possible without 
his rock steady leadership,” 
Abrams said. “Thank you 
for your services to the Unit-
ed States Forces Korea, espe-
cially the (Republic of Korea)-
U.S. alliance. Your engaged 
leadership carried us through 
the many challenges we have 
faced here on the Korean 

Peninsula, and your ability to 
inspire the absolute best for 
your Airmen here in Korea 
will be sorely missed.”

Wilsbach is moving to Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Hawaii, to take command of 
the Pacific Air Forces. His re-
placement, Pleus, recently re-
linquished command as Head-
quarters PACAF director of 
air and cyberspace operations.

“He has big shoes to fill, 
but I am absolutely confident 
that he is the exact right se-
nior leader for these critically 
important positions,” Abrams 
said. “Welcome to the team.”

Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., 
PACAF commander, presid-
ed over the Seventh Air Force 
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Given the opportunity to serve you 
will be a win Winn situation!
The Keys to your Dream Home are within reach.

The market is HOT! To get moving, call me

(707) 344-4237

Monica Winn
REALTOR®   DRE# 1971960

“We Go The Extra SMILE”
• Orthodontics  

for Children & Adults

• Cosmetic  
(Clear) Braces

• Invisalign

• Early Intervention 
Treatment

• Financing Options  
Available

• Military Discounts

Bryan C. Scott, D.M.D.
Specialist in Orthodontics

1360 Burton Drive, Ste 100, Vacaville, (707) 451-2292

www.scott-ortho.com

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Darien Perez

U.S. Army Gen. Robert “Abe” Abrams, left, commander of U.S. Forces 
Korea and USFK’s United Nations Command and Combined Forces 
Command, and U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Kenneth S. Wilsbach, former 7th 
Air Force commander, listen to U.S. Air Force Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., 
Pacific Air Forces commander, deliver a speech virtually June 12 at Osan 
Air Base, South Korea. 

See VIRTUAL Page 15
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Travis’ AES perform routine training mission

1) U.S. Air Force Maj. Jered Beaird, 43rd Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron flight nurse, directs Airmen on a C-17 Globemaster III June 3 
at Travis Air Force Base, California. Beaird was in charge of the training 
mission that enabled the unit’s members to practice patient care on 
medical dummies while aboard a C-17 Globemaster III. The 43rd AES 
inactivated June 9 at Pope Army Airfield,  2) U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. 
Tristen Meadors, 43rd AES Detachment 1 medical technician, asks a 
question to Capt. Christine Aye, 349th AES flight nurse, during a training 
mission June 3 at Travis. Flight nurses are responsible for administering 
medical care to a patient and medical technicians assist the flight nurse. 3) 
Aye secures aeromedical evacuation equipment in a C-17  June 3 at Travis. 
4) U.S. Airmen assigned to the 43rd AES Det. 1 offload a medical training 
dummy from a C-17 June 3 at Travis. 5) Beaird debriefs his crew after a 
routine training mission June 3 at Travis. 6) Aye secures AES equipment 
in a C-17 June 3 at Travis. Aeromedical evacuation squadrons can use the 
C-17, C-130 Hercules and KC-135 Stratotanker to transport patients to 
medical facilities for treatment.

U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Jonathon Carnell

1 2 3

4 5

6
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700 Main Street • Suite 104 • Suisun• 707.425.1700 
www.castirongrillandbar.com

Four Seasons
SELF STORAGE

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 
SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

COUPON

• On Site Management
• Security Cameras
• Individually Alarmed 
     Units
• Private Gate Codes
• Well Lit Wide Hallways
• Drive-Up Units Available

ON MOST SIZES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
EXPIRES 6/30/20.

1600 Petersen Road • Suisun

(707) 439-0605
www.4sssonline.com

Ask  
About Our
MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

well as the modernization of 
facilities across the command 
footprint.

Among other big success-
es this year, Bunch mentioned 
is the progress on the rebuild 
of Tyndall Air Force Base, 

Florida, in the wake of Hurri-
cane Michael in 2018, mission 
testing of the HH-60W Jolly 
Green II helicopter, advances in 
hypersonics, updates to female 
defender gear, the banner year 
for foreign military sales and 
the reduction in cost per flying 
hour of the F-35A Lightning II.

He also lauded the command-
wide effort to support require-
ments born out of the recent 

coronavirus pandemic. In addi-
tion to the innovative work of re-
search, program, test and sus-
tainment teams to find ways to 
keep missions on track, Bunch 
specifically praised the work 
of the command teams on the 
transport isolation system for 
travel of COVID-19 positive 
patients and the efforts of the 
Air Force Research Laborato-
ry Epidemiology to test global 

COVID-19 samples in support 
of Department of Defense med-
ical teams.

“We went from a statement 
of need to transport COVID-19 
positive patients from in-the-
ater on the back of a C-17 to ca-
pability cleared for use in just 3 
weeks,” Bunch said.

Bunch also lauded the ef-
fort of the Air Force Sustain-
ment Center Basic Expedition-
ary Airfield Resources teams 
at Holloman Air Force Base, 
New Mexico, in establishing 
a second base for basic train-
ing needs, ensuring the Air 
Force would continue to have 
a supply of talent. BEAR team 

Airmen can supply, train and 
build a fully operational air-
field or base able to support up 
to 3,500 personnel and 75 air-
craft within 22 days.

“Our teams received a re-
quest from AETC (Air Educa-
tion and Training Command) 
for a BEAR base to train new 
recruits, and our Airmen had 
it set up and ready to go within 
7 to 10 days. This was awesome 
work! Both of these initiatives 
brought together the collab-
orative efforts of our teams 
from across AFMC and the Air 
Force and demonstrates the 
power we bring to the fight,” 
Bunch said.

Bunch
From Page 7
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

BAPTIST EPISCOPAL

Worship  
With Us…

St. Paul 
Baptist Church

1405 Kentucky Street
Fair
eld, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 11:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 12:00 p.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Web Site: www.stpaulfair
eld.com
Email: stpaulbcfair
eld@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1405 Kentucky Street
Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services

For additional information or  
Live Stream at: 

www.gracechurchfairfield.org
or contact the office at 425-4481

Live stream at:
itsallaboutfamilies.org

301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville
707.448.5848

SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Live Stream on:

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr. - Senior Pastor

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3 

Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday Worship Services
7:00am & 9:30am.

Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 7:00pm (Youth Sanctuary)

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane, 

Suisun City, CA 94585

Sunday Worship Services, 11:00am

Bible Study

Tuesdays @ 12:00noon

707-425-1849
www.mcbcfs.org  for more information

Live Stream on: 

Fairfield Stake Center 
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services Sunday
 0900 and 1200

Base Sacrament Services 
DGMC Chapel

(1st Floor North entrance)
Sunday 1600-1630

Inquires: Call LDS Military 
Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979

For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or email: 
lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

Come and worship with us

ELMIRA BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Independent Baptist Church - KJV
Scott Dean - Pastor

6111 California Pacific Rd.
Vacaville, CA 95687

Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 5 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting and 

Bible Study 7 p.m.
(Nursery is provided in all services)

Website: www.elmirafamily.com
Email: elmirabaptistchurch77@gmail.com
Phone: (707) 430-3529

Live Stream on

Services Temporarily 
Suspended

Services Temporarily 
Suspended

Services Temporarily 
Suspended

First Baptist 
Church of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church

1127 Davis Street, Vacaville
707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com
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NAZARENE

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

UNITED METHODIST

Vacaville 
Church of Christ

401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 448-5085

Minister: Ryan Brewer

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship

6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School

Check our website for information 
on other ministries offered
www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfair�eldca.org
Website:  cumcfair�eldca.org
Visit Online for Live Stream

Pastor Anne Choy
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children  
during the Worship Service

Communion - 1st Sunday of  
each month

Children, Adult and Bell Choirs
Young Adult Ministries

Adult Bible and Book Study Classes
United Methodist Women

United Methodist Men

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790
www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

    Live Stream at

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Co�ee with God
10:00 am Contemporary  

Celebration with Youth Education
Wednesday Evening

6:30 pm Non-Denominational  
Meditation Time

7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer
Come Home to Unity

It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

“To know Him, and to 
make Him known”

490 Brown Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

707-446-8684

Sunday Services:
Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Worship 11am
Evening Worship 5pm

Thursday Service: 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

Bible Studies throughout the week
Pastor Ben Smith

www.vacavillebiblechurch.com
office@vacavillebiblechurch.com

Live Stream on:

1500 Alamo Drive
Vacaville, CA 95687

(707) 448-8838
www.vacavillechurchofchrist 

alamodrive.com

Sunday Morning  
   Bible Classes ............................9:30 am
   Assembly Worship ............... 10:45 am
   Evening Assembly Worship .5:00 pm
Wednesday Evening 
   Bible Classes ........................... 7:00 pm

Classes also by appointment
Elders:

Mark McCallister (707) 446-7477
Ed Sanderson Sr. (707) 446-0536

We exist as a church to love, live, and 
declare the supremacy of Jesus Christ in all 
things, to all people. Christ dependent, Spirit 

Dependent, Word Saturated, Love Driven.  

Sunday Worship Services
9am and 11am, 10am only in the summer

• Men’s and Women’s Bible Studies
• In Home Small Group’s

• Awana
• Kids Choir

• Jr High and High School Ministries
• Sunday morning children’s Sunday school
• Nursery and Preschool Sunday morning 

classes
• Neighborhood Tutoring Center

• Much to be part of

www.eparkway.com
2397 Heath Drive  Fairfield, CA

707-425-7675
Member of Gospel Coalition

www.thegospelcoalition.org

LUTHERAN
BETHANY LUTHERAN 

MINISTRIES
621 South Orchard Ave.

Vacaville, CA  95688
(707) 451-6675

Live stream at: gobethany.com
Worship Services:
Sunday: 10:00am with Bible Studies and 
Sunday School for all ages at 9:00am
Fellowship: 11:15am
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of 
the month @ 621 S. Orchard Ave., VV

Bethany Lutheran Preschool
451-6678

mypreschool@gobethany.com
www.gobethany .com

Bethany Lutheran School
1011 Ulatis Drive

Vacaville, CA 95687
451-6683 ph • 359-2230 Fax
myschool@gobethany.com

www.gobethany.com

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service

Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

For advertising information about this direc-
tory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or email: 

lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

Services Temporarily 
Suspended

Services Temporarily 
Suspended
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change of command ceremony.
“(Pleus) is primed to lead 

(Seventh Air Force),” he said. 
“He is a servant leader with an 
impeccable career and flight 
record in the F-16 (Fighting 
Falcon) and F-35 (Lightning 
II). He is no stranger to the se-
curity challenges of the region 
and particularly the peninsula 
and the importance of the rela-
tionships that are foundational 
to the U.S.-ROK alliance.

“He will continue to focus 
efforts across the full spectrum 
of operations, and we will re-
main ready, resilient and pos-
tured and, should the need 
arise, be ready to fight tonight 
with our joint teammates and 
allies to be able to provide pre-
cise, intense and overwhelming 
airpower whenever and wher-
ever needed,” Brown said.

This is Pleus’ third assign-
ment on the peninsula. For Ple-
us, his new position means tak-
ing command of more than 
8,900 total force Airmen. From 
quarantine, he took a moment 
to address them.

“I am so excited to serve the 
Airmen of Seventh (Air Force), 
our joint partners of USFK and 
our Korean allies,” he said. 
“One of the best parts of be-
ing back is the intense feel-
ing of family, the commitment 
we have to our ironclad alli-
ance and the 24/7 focus on the 
fight-tonight mission in order 
to deter aggression, defend the 
ROK and defeat enemy attack 
against the alliance. Our stead-
fast commitment forges a com-
mon bond between us that leads 
to deep and lasting friendships 
and links us together as war-
riors.”

Twenty-four years ago, Ple-
us completed a remote tour 
to Kunsan AB, South Korea, 
and eight years ago, he served 
as the 8th Fighter Wing com-
mander at Kunsan AB.

“The friendships I have 
made over the past 24 years 
still hold strong today,” Pleus 
said. “I wholeheartedly believe 
this is the best assignment you 
can get in our Air Force, and 
just like my last two tours to 
Korea, this is my assignment of 
choice. It is an honor and privi-
lege to serve the Airmen of Sev-
enth (Air Force), our joint part-
ners and allies.”

Virtual
From Page 9

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Darien Perez

Lt. Gen. Kenneth S. Wilsbach, right, salutes Gen. Robert “Abe” Abrams, 
commander of U.S. Forces Korea and USFK’s United Nations Command 
and Combined Forces Command, as Chief Master Sgt. Philip Hudson, 
Seventh Air Force command chief, holds a flag June 12 at Osan Air Base, 
South Korea. Due to COVID-19 mitigation restriction, no official passing 
of the flag was conducted.

Visit Travis at FACEBOOK.com/TravisAirForceBase
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0604 AREA 4

Garage & 
Cra� Sale 
Directory 

0900 PUBLIC NOTICES

0343 ROOMS  
FOR RENT

0501 HELP WANTED

0655 SPORT. GDS. & 
CAMP. EQUIP

0833 JEEP

0851 TOYOTA

427-6936
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“Going in to the hospital was 
challenging,” said Gallardo, 
who was assigned to work inter-
nal medicine at Elmhurst. “The 
staff there had gone through 
a lot over the previous month. 
They were all trying to cope. It 
was just humbling to show up 
and work alongside those physi-
cians. It felt good to show up and 
provide some relief for them.”

Several Airmen worked on 
the prone team at Elmhurst 
Hospital. As more was learned 
about COVID-19, research 
showed that turning patients 
over could have positive effects.

“Working with the team at El-
mhurst – the civilian, Air Force 
and Army doctors – we all came 
together to get this prone pro-
gram going,” Thiel said. “My job 
was to switch patients from their 
backs to stomachs and back. It 
sounds simple but there’s a lot of 
checklists to follow and equip-
ment to check. We were always 
improving and making changes 
to our checklists.”

The newness of COVID-19, 
its evolving nature, and wide 
range of symptoms, presented 

challenges for all the medical 
professionals.

“COVID-19 is still so new, 
and we don’t know a lot about 
this disease,” Gallardo said. 
“Things are changing on a day 
to day basis, and we’re having to 
stay fluid. There’s so much that 
still needs to be learned – how 
it spreads and its effect on our 
bodies – it’s still a mystery we’re 
trying to solve. The thing I’ve 
learned the most is that it’s not 
‘one size fits all.’ Some things we 
know in medicine, just don’t ap-
ply. We’ve had to be flexible with 
our practice.

“Fortunately, we had some 
great infectious disease experts 
that we could look to for advice, 
and they helped to keep us up 
to date on the research,” Gal-
lardo said. “The amount of re-
search coming out of New York 
has been phenomenal, and some 
of our Air Force colleagues were 
able to help with that.”

The patient load, seeing so 
much death, and being exposed 
to a virus that so little is known 
about, also presented physical 
and mental difficulties for the 
deployed Airmen.

“The hospitals there were 
chaotic,” said Sumter. “Every-
one there was just trying to get 

by; they were overwhelmed. You 
couldn’t help but feel bad. We 
were used to dealing with two to 
three patients at time in the Air 
Force; there we were dealing 
with six to seven patients.”

Sumter added that on the mil-
itary side, the team was very 
regimented in how they ap-
proached their work.

“We were trained, we kept or-
der, and stepped up. Our resil-
iency level was high. We’re used 
to this, we train for this, and we 
have trust in each other,” Sum-
ter said. “Still, it was the first 
time I’ve seen cracks in my own 
armor. I pride myself on being 
a tough person and steadfast. 
But the death rate was daunt-
ing. We’re not used to seeing so 
many deaths.”

Elmhurst Hospital was one of 
the most overwhelmed hospitals 
in the nation with COVID-19 pa-
tients, said Thiel, a full-time stu-
dent with two years of military 
service. Being around a virus 
that caused so much death was 
nerve wracking. Others agreed.

“It’s hard because you can’t 
see the virus; 35 percent of pa-
tients didn’t realize they had 
it,” said Sumter. “When you de-
ploy to a base overseas, you can 
typically see the enemy. The 

situation is black and white. But 
here, everything is gray.”

To deal with the psycholog-
ical effects of working in such 
an environment, the Airmen 
turned to each other. When they 
had downtime, they would share 
information and training. They 
also held physical fitness train-
ing sessions together. Most im-
portantly, they had a safe place 
to talk with others who were go-
ing through the same experi-
ences.

“So many different factors 
added to the stress – the job it-
self, seeing patients not do-
ing well despite your best ef-
fort, trying to avoid getting 
sick yourself,” said Gallardo, 
who served as the officer in 
charge of the Travis Reserve 
team. “Our team has gotten 
close over the last six weeks. 
We’ve been creating safe spac-
es to decompress and vent, talk 
about what we were experienc-
ing. There was a culture of be-
ing open and recognizing prob-
lems; it was good to see, and 
important to have a space to 
share those feelings.”

“Thank God we had each oth-
er,” Sumter said. “I can’t imag-
ine being alone, without my 
squadron mates. Those people 

were a big positive. You devel-
op strong bonds in these envi-
ronments – we became a tribe. 
While we’re glad to be back 
home, we will miss that tribal 
bond with our teammates.”

Sumter added that he had 
mixed feelings about returning 
home.

“Once you are here, you 
want to feel like you made a dif-
ference and that the mission is 
complete,” he said. “We don’t 
have that sense of completion – 
there’s still no cure. COVID-19 
is still here, and it hasn’t burned 
itself out.”

With the virus still spread-
ing, everyone needs to stay vig-
ilant with social distancing and 
safety guidelines, Sumter em-
phasized. It’s easy to be lacka-
daisical and not take it seriously 
if you aren’t seeing it. The big-
gest precautions people can take 
is to continue to wear a mask, 
clean surfaces, and wash hands 
frequently.

Before returning home, each 
Airman was tested for COV-
ID-19. Once home, they undergo 
a quarantine period as a precau-
tionary measure. Despite the in-
tense experience, they are glad 
they volunteered for such an op-
portunity to serve.

Reflect
From Page 2
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1) Airmen assigned to the 347th 
Rescue Group drop flares from 
an HH-60G Pave Hawk during 
a final flight for U.S. Air Force 
Col. Bryan Creel, 347th RQG 
commander June 5 at Moody Air 
Force Base, Georgia. The final 
or “fini” flight is a long-standing 
Air Force tradition that occurs 
when a pilot departs from an 
assigned unit. 2) Instructors and 
trainees with the 322nd Training 
Squadron conduct an Air Force 
basic military training graduation 
and coining ceremony June 
4 at the Pfingston Reception 
Center on Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, Texas. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
graduation ceremonies are 
closed to the public until further 
notice to ensure safety and 
security of the Airmen and their 
family members. 3) Airmen 
march on the base perimeter 
May 28 at Schriever Air Force 
Base, Colorado, during their 
substitute Bataan Memorial 
Death March. Airmen at 
Schriever AFB decided to host 
their own march on base after 
the original annual event held at 
White Sands Missile Range, New 
Mexico, was canceled due to 
COVID-19. 

CHANGEAir Force careers, seasons take new forms

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Hayden Legg

U.S. Air Force photo/Johnny SaldivarU.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Jonathan Whitely
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other food banks requested the 
Guard’s assistance and where 
Cal Guard focused its COV-
ID-19 priorities.

“Our primary mission is to 
ramp up our operations to sup-
port the entire community and 
help all those affected by COV-
ID-19,” said Blake Young, Sac-
ramento Food Bank & Fami-
ly Services president and chief 
executive officer. “We request-
ed from the National Guard 
troops to help us break down all 
the food that we have, package 
it and be able to get the food out 
to the distribution sites to feed 
… families of our county.”

Young added, “because of 
COVID-19, we’ve had an in-
crease in need. What we’re try-
ing to do is build the capacity of 
the network and get them food 
as quickly as possible. The Cal-
ifornia National Guard helped 
us ramp up those operations so 
people that need food will be 
able to get it.”

The coronavirus pandem-
ic put many community chari-
ties in difficult spots in March. 
Food-bank volunteers stayed 
home with many adhering to 
the state’s stay-at-home policy. 
Yet the demand for food assis-
tance didn’t stop.

“I remind them, they’re 
feeding folks from five differ-
ent counties,” said 2nd Lt. Ian 
Panlilio, commending his Sol-
diers at the Redwood Empire 
site in Northern California. “I 
couldn’t ask for a better pla-
toon. (The) majority are im-
migrants or the first genera-
tion of their family to be born in 
America. We have a very di-
verse group, and I think it 
serves to only enhance our ca-
pabilities.”

“It just feels good knowing 
we made a significant societal 
impact with our team,” Pan-
lilio added.

California Gov. Gavin New-
som, in a press release March 
20, announced the deployment 
of Cal Guard “to provide short-
term food security to isolated 
and vulnerable Californians.”

“Due to COVID-19, many 
food banks have been affect-
ed by a significant decline in 
volunteerism, impacting logis-
tical and local infrastructure 
for food distribution,” Newsom 
said. 

Meals
From Page 3
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